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HISTORY OF THE STRATHCONA CUP 

The origins for curlers from Scotland and Canada meeting lie in the 1902 Royal Club Annual Gen-

eral Meeting "..and the following resolutions were passed. First, that the Royal Club, taking into 

consideration the oft repeated invitation of brethren in Canada and the USA, is of opinion that the 

invitation should now be accepted, and decides to send out in the coming winter a representative 

team, in the name and under the auspices of the Royal Club, to play such matches as may be ar-

ranged, and to convey to curlers at the various centres to be visited the hearty congratulations and 

good wishes of the mother club. Second, that a special committee be now appointed with full power 

to select the team and make all necessary arrangements for the Canadian tour. Third, that this spe-

cial committee be the committee of management, with power to add to the number, with the sugges-

tion that such additions so made shall be fairly representative of the different districts and provinces 

of the Royal Club. Fourth, that the Secretary of the Royal Club be authorised to grant the Special 

Committee (Canadian Tour) out of the funds of the Royal Club, if found necessary, a sum 

not exceeding £200 towards the central fund to meet expenses." 

The Strathcona Cup was presented in 1909 by Sir Donald Smith, Lord Strathcona, to rec-

ognize the winner of a curling tour between Canada and Scotland. The first tour was held 

in 1903 when Scotland sent a group of curlers to tour Canada and the northern United 

States. In 1909 the Canadians mounted a return tour to Scotland and this is when Lord 

Strathcona offered the trophy to commemorate the winning side. The Scots' second tour to Canada 

was held in 1912. This event continues today on a five year alternate tour schedule. The Scots last 

toured Canada in 2003, the 100th anniversary of the first Scottish curling tour. In 2009 Canada sent 

a group of curlers to tour Scotland marking the 100th anniversary of the first Canadian tour to Scot-

land. Each time the competition is held, the touring side produces a commemorative pin or badge to 

be presented to their opponents during their tour. The 1912 medal would be a curling pin from the 

1912 Scottish tour to Canada.  
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STRATHCONA CUP TOUR 2009 

Prologue 

 September 2006 to December 2008 

Denny Charlebois accepted the Tour Chairmanship for the Septem-

ber, 2006 invitation received from the Royal Caledonian Curling 

Club (RCCC) for a Canadian team to tour in January, 2009 – the cen-

tennial of the first Canadian tour to Scotland, and the Strathcona 

Cup.  Denny contacted the 1998 tourists asking them to prepare 

nomination lists for potential members of the 2009 team.  Some 

nominations had already been received by then. 

By Spring, 2007 nominations were being received and a selection committee had been estab-

lished.  By August, nominations were approved by the Provincial Curling Associations and for-

mal applications were submitted together with a deposit. 

By October, 2007 the team of 40 had been notified of their selection from a pool of 120 applica-

tions.  It was the first time that all provinces had been represented (and the Territories were repre-

sented as well). 

Starting in December, 2007, Denny issued the first of 12 bulletins to the team.   

Bulletin #1 gave a rough itinerary.  It was noted that Scotland had declared 2009 as the ―Year of 

the Homecoming‖ and also that it was the 250th anniversary of Robbie Burns birth.  A website 

was being setup and post-dated cheques were to be forwarded to Denny.   

Bulletin #2 advised that Bob Dods was working on the website.  Curling pins, both VIP and 

Trader would be provided.  An outline of the clothing which would be required was given. Curl-

ers were then asked whether they had a preference of the North or South tour and which position 

they wanted to play. 

Bulletin #3 issued in March, 2008 noted that the itinerary was near finalization.  An outline was 

given of the North and South tours and the four couriers were named – Trevor Dodds, Willie 

Young, George Rogerson, and Bill Duncan.  The Opening banquet would be January 8th in Glas-

gow and the Closing banquet would be January 30th in Edinburgh.  Tour members were asked if 

they had any dietary considerations.  They were also asked if there were volunteers for looking 

after tour songs, photography and computer requirements.  

Bulletin #4 in May indicated that the design of the VIP pin had been finalized.  The selection of 

apparel and crests was well underway.  Tour members would have to provide sizing and indicate 

how they would like their name to be displayed on their name tags.  A Host 

Tour Booklet would be put together by Robin Copland with a colour picture 

and a brief bio of each team member.   

Bulletin #5 in June advised that the Canadian Maple Leaf tartan, as per tradi-

tion, would be used for the blazer.  The #1 Dress Kit would consist of the 

blazer, white shirt and tie, black pants and black shoes.  Sizing charts were 



sent for completion by July 25th, preferably by a tailor, to be 

used in production of the pants, blazer, and jackets.  The tour 

would depart on an Air Canada flight on January 6th for Glas-

gow via London Heathrow, and would return from Glasgow on 

January 31st.  Discounts were arranged for Air Canada domestic 

flights to get everyone to Toronto.  Passports, valid until at least 

June 2009, should be in place.  A colour digital photo would be 

required for each person.  As well, answers were required on the 

length of tie and the number of extras if required. 

Bulletin #6 in August advised that David Pye had to withdraw due to medical reasons and was 

replaced by Brian Morin from Victoria.  A listing was provided noting members of the South and 

North tours.  Denny would arrange for two pairs of black dress trousers for conformity.  In addi-

tion, the curling jacket will be upgraded to  a signature piece of lasting apparel.  Two logoed tur-

tlenecks and two mock turtlenecks in black and white will be provided.  Curling brooms and bags 

have been obtained.  Curlers will still have to provide their own white dress shirts, black curling 

slacks and curling shoes.  A brief overview was given on laundry facilities, elevators (or lack 

thereof), money, and the traditional morning class.  As most tour members do not know one an-

other, a pre-tour reception and dinner has been arranged for January 5th 

with all flights geared to being in Toronto by 7:00 pm latest.  Everyone 

will be staying at the Sheraton Gateway Hotel in Terminal 3 at Toronto 

International Airport on the evening of the 5th.  The website 

www.strathconacup100.ca went live on July 25th thanks to Bob Dods 

and his technical assistant, Bob Rondeau.  The tour pin has been de-

signed reflecting the special nature of this year‘s tour with the maple 

leaf, Scottish thistle, a curling stone, and the words Strathcona Cup 

100.  Denny needs to know how many extra pins and VIP pins each 

curler wants and requires a signed Tour Participant Agreement Form. 

Bulletin #7 in September had a draft itinerary of each tour.  Updates were given on air travel to 

Toronto, tour clothing, name tags, pins, VIP gifts and mementos, and recommendation on Club/

Association pins. 

Bulletin #8 in October noted that updated personal bios are now on the website together with pic-

tures and the new tour logo.  A Canadian map has been included which reflects everyone‘s home 

town.  Graham Harris and Bruce Beveridge have agreed to serve as the Captains of the South and 

North tours respectively.   A listing has been provided of all other officer and volunteer positions 

for both tours.  Flight bookings have been completed for the tour and most of the team will arrive 

in Toronto by 8:30 pm, but 3 won‘t arrive until 9:30.  As such the dinner arrangements for that 

evening will have to be changed.  The return flight on January 31st will now depart from Edin-

burgh rather than Glasgow.  Dress shoes should be black.  The preferred currency is British or 

Scottish pounds, and ATMs are readily available.      

Bulletin #9 in late October advised that we have a non-smoking team.  Fred Koe, from Yellow-

knife, has had to withdraw due to a medical condition and has been replaced by Michael Schultz 

of Brampton, Ontario.  Audrey and Denny visited Ascot Uniform Tailor in Pickering, Ontario 

and noted that the tour blazers and pants are looking great!  Arrangements have been finalized at 

the Gateway Sheraton Hotel at Pearson Airport.  There is a suite for our use on both the 5th and 



6th as well as a meeting room for a team meeting at 10:00 am and a reception and luncheon at 

11:30 am.   Checkout is at 3:00 pm and the flight leaves for Scotland at 6:10 pm.  Electrical 

power is high test requiring special adaptors and step-down transformers.  An emergency contact 

name and phone number is to be provided.  Attached are the room pairings for both tours.  The 

dress for the flight will be curling jacket over black turtle/mock neck, black trousers, black shoes, 

and team coat.  This will serve to profile the team and facilitate a very favourable first impression 

in Glasgow.  Daily dress during the tour will be dictated by the tour itinerary in consultation with 

the couriers. 

Bulletin #10 dated November 13th indicated that Mike Schultz, Fred Koe‘s replacement has had 

to step down due to work priorities.  Tom Howat from Peterborough has agreed to join the team, 

following in the footsteps of his grandfather who was on the Canadian Tour to 

Scotland in 1950.  Attached is a list of the curling teams as determined by Draw-

masters Austin Palmer (South) and Ken Grattan (North).  It represents an excellent 

mix of participants from across Canada playing positions, that for the most part, 

have been requested.  Suppliers are poised to ship your tour clothing very shortly.  

The website is fantastic and most informative.  Bravo to Bob Dods and his techni-

cal sidekick Bob Rondeau. 

Bulletin #11 on December 5th had an attachment with the tour officer responsibili-

ties.  There was also a reminder to bring your passport and another piece of photo ID in addition 

to your ticket.  Tips were provided for staying healthy during the tour.  All apparel should now 

have been received as well as your Air Canada e-ticket.  There will be an informal ―Meet and 

Greet‖ reception in the Club Lounge on the 8th floor on January 5th.  The itinerary for the 6th was 

listed including an enhanced continental breakfast, a meeting of tour officers, a team information 

and picture taking session, reception and lunch, with a checkout time of 15:30 latest from the ho-

tel and a 16:00 check-in for the flight.  Business cards are available for those who wish them.  

Each curler is required to pick-up a 40 oz. bottle of gin for Morning Classes.  Each person is re-

sponsible for their own medical insurance.  Comments were made about the value of the couriers.  

Be prepared to sing or share a story etc. with the Scots.  One cell phone has been provided for 

each tour courtesy of Bell and Bill Rothwell.  The curling rules were spelled out noting that the 

games will feature the four rock rule.  Canada will have last rock in the first end of each game; 

games should be eight ends with ties standing as is, and the winner of the Strathcona Cup will be 

the country with the most accumulated points.  Helpful hints were provided re laundry, coaches, 

garment bag, and extra curling clothes.  As each player will be ―Home Hosted‖, a small personal 

gift would be a nice touch.  The website continues to add more interesting information and entries 

related to 1909 will be added shortly.     The Treasurers for each tour, Ron Avery and Hugh 

McCarrel were sent cheques for $2,000 each to cover miscellaneous expenses as agreed with 

their tour Captain.  They have agreed to administer these funds through their 

personal accounts and to be accountable to both their Tour Captain and the 

Tour Chair.    

Bulletin #12 on December 20th was the final pre-tour communication.  It was 

noted that the gin would have to be purchased in Scotland.  The phone numbers 

for the two Blackberry 8830 World Edition phones were provided so that they 

could be given to family members in the case of an emergency.  All should 

have received their trip cancellation and interruption insurance policy.  Each 

Bob Dods 

Ron Avery 



curler should leave room in their checked luggage for about two pounds of pins.  The Curling 

Sport bag is slightly larger than size limits for carry-on luggage, but they are flexible enough that 

this should not be a problem.  Just a reminder that they are limited to a maximum of 22 lbs.  

Choirmasters, Jeff Mowat and Don Robinson have put together a summary of tour songs for each 

to practice.  Ensure your luggage is identifiable.  Internet access is largely free, and we will at-

tempt to upload photos and notes frequently.  More in-

formation will be coming out on how to navigate the 

website to access the incredible range of information 

available.  The CCA website will have a Flash Clip on 

the tour loaded within the next two weeks.  The Interna-

tional Suite will be open on January 5th after 18:45.  The 

hotel rooms for the 5th and the lunch on the 6th will be 

paid out of tour funds.             

Monday, January 5th    Toronto 

 

After many months of planning and anticipation, tour 

participants leave various locations throughout Canada to 

gather in Toronto and what would be the beginning of 

forty close friendships.  A formal gathering and recep-

tion was held at the Airport Sheraton Hotel this evening. 

Most team members left home and flew to Toronto to 

meet the rest of the team (a few local members 

drove).  Arriving in Terminal 1, the Quebec group got 

their luggage, put it on a cart and took the new monorail 

to Terminal 3 and the Sheraton.  They checked in and 

met the Vancouver guys in the lobby.  The ―tourists‖ 

went up to the International Suite where Bill Streeter had 

laid on a scotch and cheese tasting including Edradour, a 

recent addition to the LCBO inventory.  The scotch was 

sampled and we introduced ourselves to other ―tourists‖, 

including our new teammates and roommates as we 

watched the Canadian Junior Hockey Team win the 

World Junior Championship with a 5 to 1 win over Swe-

den.  This inspired us to apply ourselves and bring the 

Cup home.  "Failure is not an option" became our catch 

phrase.  Most arrived as planned and a few (Denny, Aud-

rey and those ―Tourists from the Ottawa area) were held 

up by weather in Ottawa, arriving 6 hours later than 

planned and after most had gone to bed and all the scotch 

was consumed.  The PEI guys (Roddie and Jim F.) and 

the Halifax boys (Gus and Graham) didn't get their luggage from the Halifax connection, and 

Moe Williams from Vancouver was missing his. 

 

 



Tuesday, January 6th   Toronto 

A sunny day breaks over Toronto with a high of -5 C and all the tourists have arrived.  We have 

an enhanced continental breakfast in the 

Sheraton Club Lounge.  At 9:00, Denny 

Charlebois, Tour Chairman, had an execu-

tive meeting with the Tour Captains, Vice-

Captains, Secretaries and Treasurers.  At 

10:15, all team members gathered together, 

and met one another.  The Pin Masters and 

assistants handed out the first of the pins 

(daily, VIP and 9 CCAs) from the pin bags 

holding 50 pounds each.  (There would be a 

handout daily of the remaining pins.)  Then 

each person stood and gave their name, city, 

Club and an interesting fact about them-

selves.  This was followed by a very hoarse 

Denny giving his first address to the 2009 

Tour Team.  He gave us an overview of 

what would take place on the tour.  He also 

gave us quite an interesting inventory of 

purchases and acquisitions that he had made 

over the last two and a half years including: 

600 V.I.P. pins; 6000 Tour pins; 75 banners 

with logos; 41 Tour blazers; 41 curling jack-

ets; 41 outer jackets; 41 brushes; 42 pairs of 

dress pants; 164 turtlenecks/mocks; 45 name 

tags; 42 curling bags; a web site; business 

cards for those who had asked; and 2 Black-

berries from Bell Canada.   

He indicated we should be proud to have 

been chosen from among 120 applicants.  

The average age was 63.2 with Austin the 

oldest at 81 and Jeff, the youngest at 50.  Afterwards, team and tour photos were taken with re-

quests for the North Tour photographer, Lew Andrews, who was taking pictures, to get in the pic-

ture. 

 

Lew Andrews CCA Governor and tour participant welcomed us to the reception & lunch.  After 

an excellent luncheon, a few renditions of the tour songs were led by 

Jeff Mowatt (song master). It became clear very early that not only 

were we in a group of capable speakers but that humour also would 

be in abundance. After a very fitting thank you and a standing ova-

tion for Denny and Audrey for their hard work, it was off to the hall 

for the first team photo. It was at this time that it became clear that 

not only would we be competing against the Scots but a good spirited 

competition was beginning between the North and South tours.  

 



 After a brief reception, there was a wonderful luncheon courtesy of the Canadian Curling As-

sociation (CCA) and a toast was proposed to "made" curlers (only Denny and Audrey under-

stood).  They in turn toasted the naebodies (we were to find out more about this later).  Denny 

read letters of encouragement from David Pye and Fred Koe, both of whom had to drop out of 

the tour for health reasons.  Both were doing much better.  With closing remarks and well 

wishes we left to pack for our flight to Scotland eager to 

go but aware that our time in Toronto had made us a 

team.  

We all checked out of the hotel room between at 15:00 

and 15:30 and took the monorail to Terminal 1. 
 A small snafu had Gus Claveau wondering if his trip 

was jinxed.  First his luggage was late (arriving at mid-

night Monday) from Halifax and then his seat was gone 

and he was on stand-by.  Denny intervened and said suc-

cinctly "Either he goes or the other 41 stay behind".  Air Canada quickly fixed the situation.  

After clearing security, we had a chance to further get to know our teammates.  Hugh, from 

Brampton, Ontario learned that his North Tour Captain, Bruce Beveridge, was the father of 

Kevin and father-in-law of Patty, both of whom had curled at Hugh‘s Club    To-

ronto St. George‘s.  In fact Hugh‘s youngest brother Graeme, had been at their 

wedding.  Kevin & Patty Beveridge have been in Hong Kong for the past seven 

years.  Hugh also learned that Gus Claveau had trained on many ships in the Ca-

nadian Navy including HMCS Mackenzie.  Hugh had a tour and dinner on the 

Mackenzie as a teen shortly after it had been commissioned, courtesy of his 

cousin who was a Lieutenant.  Many other stories were told while we were en-

joying a quick snack prior to boarding.  Once we started boarding, we met 

Trevor Wall.  Trevor was the fifth on Wayne Middaugh‘s team out of St. George‘s and was 

heading to the Perth Masters as a last minute replacement for Jon Mead whose mother had 

taken ill.  Trevor said that the rest of the team and four other Canadian teams were going golf-

ing at Carnoustie on Tuesday and St. Andrew‘s on Wednesday and he hoped to meet up with 

them in time to play St. Andrews.  We 

boarded flight AC 856 (Toronto to Heathrow) 

which left 20 minutes late at 18:30 with a full 

complement of passengers.     

  

The flight on the Airbus 333 was bumpy for 

the first hour, but then smooth the rest of the 

way.  The Air Canada Captain announced our 

group noting that it was the 100th anniversary of the Strathcona Cup, and wished us good luck, 

which was followed by generous applause of the other passengers.  A good chicken supper and 

free drinks set the tone for the travellers.  After dinner, we mingled with the other passengers 

and learned more about our seatmates.  Austin Palmer owned his own plane and flew it out of 

Buttonville airport using it as business transportation in his electrical contracting business.  A 

flight attendant, working in first class, came back to talk to Austin and wish him ―Good Luck‖.   

She curled at Austin‘s Club (Thornhill) in Business Women‘s.  Jeff Mowat and Rob Sinclair 

practically adopted a little girl who was sitting on her mother‘s lap, which gave her mother a 

break.  They held her and took pictures with her.  Many of us watched movies (Sisterhood of 

Bruce Beveridge 

Heading Out—Dave Parkes , Denny Charlebois David 

Giles, Audrey Charlebois & Jim Farquharson 



the Travelling Pants 2 and Little Miss Sunshine), passed the time with a short nap, and/or read 

including Bob Dods who was reading Ken Dryden's "The Game". 

Wednesday, January 7th - Heathrow—Glasgow overcast, showers and high of +4C 

We landed at London Heathrow Terminal 1 at 06:37 local time (00:37 Eastern time) and 

walked and bussed to Terminal 3 going through heavy security (they have added biometric 

face scan recognition software) and check when you leave Terminal 1 that you are the same 

person entering Terminal 3.  We had to take shoes and belts off.  Everything was x-rayed and 

there was a long line-up going through British Immigration (it took us one and a half hours to 

clear).  At that point, Trevor Wall left us to fly to Edinburgh and we flew a BMI Airbus A319 

(British Midlands) leaving at 08:45 for Glasgow.  Before the BMI aircraft set down in Glas-

gow a warm welcome was extended to the Canadian Curling team by our pilot Capt. Jackson.  

There were no dissenting boos … as there may have been if we‘d been a rugby or football 

team.  At precisely 9:55 am the aircraft touched down on the Glasgow runway and docked at 

10:05.  Upon arrival, some curlers bought their gin and scotch at the duty-free shop.  Shortly 

thereafter, having retrieved all of our luggage successfully (note Air Canada) we were heartily 

welcomed by a large contingent of Scottish curlers including Matt Murdoch, the president of 

the RCCC, the four couriers, Willie Young, Trevor Dodds, George Rogerson and Bill Duncan, 

the two Scottish Tour captains from 2003, Ainslie Smith and Donald Whyte, themselves both 

Past Presidents of the RCCC, Malcolm Richardson, another Past President of the RCCC, Alan 

Stanfield, member of the 2003 West Tour, Malcolm Patrick, Convenor of the Incoming Tour, 

and  Alan Durno clad in a Scottish flag kilt ( very impressive).   

They greeted us warmly and some pictures were taken.  Then we boarded the coach for a short 

drive to the Normandy Hotel (about three minutes away). We noted on leaving the airport that 

there was a considerable amount of construction at the entrance including barriers.  This was due 

to the terrorist attempt to blow up the airport terminal on June 30th, 2007.  Enroute, the Scots had 

us singing O' Canada and O Flower of Scotland.   

 A long check-in line at the hotel saw some of us going into the bar for a liquid refreshment paid 

Trevor Dodds, Malcolm Richardson, Bill Duncan, Alan Durno, Ainslie Smith, Malcolm Patrick, George 

Rogerson, Donald Whyte, Alan Stanfield & Willie Young.  



for by the Scots (this continued for the next three days - talk about hos-

pitality!)  Bill Duncan, Alan Durno, Matt Murdoch, and Malcolm Pat-

rick said they were just repaying the hospitality they enjoyed during 

their 2003 tour of Canada.  While a few napped, most of the Canadians    

accepted the Scots‘ invitation to take the coach into Glasgow City Cen-

tre where we partook of libations at an Irish pub, Paddy Ma-

larky‘s.  Why an Irish pub, you say?  The Scots told us that Irish pubs 

are more fun than Scottish pubs!  Ronnie Wilson, from the 2003 tour, 

joined us for the ride to the pub.  His brother provided security for both 

Prince William and Gordon Brown when they were at St. Andrews.  

Upon returning to the hotel, most had a short nap before having supper 

in the hotel‘s restaurant (a cheeseburger at the Steak N' Stuff restaurant in the hotel for £10.50 or 

fish & chips for £20 were popular choices).   

Most of us had a shower and a shave to freshen up before a lesson in scotch tasting at 18:30.  We 

tried at 10 year old Glengoyne, a 17 year old Glengoyne but only a few tried the 12 year old 

Laphroaig Islay (smoky and very peaty 

tasting).  During the reception, Hugh 

learned that Lew Andrews knew Bill 

Howell well.  Bill transferred to Toronto 

from St. John‘s, Newfoundland where he 

had been a four time Brier participant.  

Hugh curled with and against Bill at St. 

George‘s while Lew had worked with Bill 

in St. John‘s and had attended his wed-

ding.  We also learned that Ron Avery is 

a member of the Vancouver Olympic Or-

ganizing Committee.  After the tasting 

had loosened our vocal chords, we had 

choir practice.  Choirmaster Jeff, indi-

cated that there is still lots of room for improvement!  Extremely tired from having been up for 

over 30 straight hours, we retired to our bedrooms.  

 Thursday, January 8th   
- Glasgow  

The Normandy Hotel, Renfrew was to be our home for the first four days in Scot-

land housing all 40 members of the tour.  A sunny, +7C day in Glasgow greets us 

and we are up at 05:30 for a 06:30 breakfast buffet 

in the Hotel restaurant.  Most of us were only able 

to get about 3 hours of sleep as we were overtired 

and the rooms were hot.  We got dressed for curl-

ing, wearing our new white mock turtlenecks and 

are on the bus for a 08:00 departure.  Horrors!  At 08:17 we dis-

cover that six South Tour chaps are missing and still sleeping, 

including the South Captain ―Graham Harris‖!  They say that 

they didn't get their wake-up calls from the front desk, but we 

asked if they didn't have travel alarms as a back-up.  We leave 

them behind to catch up with the aid of the Scots.  We under-

Graham Harris  



stand that this group gave themselves a self imposed fine of 10 pounds each. A one hour bus 

ride through Glasgow brings us to Hamilton, and the Lanarkshire Ice Rink.  We are greeted by a 

piper and the 2003 Scottish Tour members, shaking hands as we enter the building.  The Lan-

arkshire Ice Rink in Hamilton is the result of a vision that Tom Dickson, founding chairman of 

the rink, had following a trip to Canada, to build a modern rink serving both curlers and skaters.   

Trevor Dodds and three other Scots have made the usual morning class drink of Gin, freshly 

squeezed lemon juice, fizzy pop (like 7-up) into a glass with ice and rimmed with sugar.  Tenta-

tive tastings by the Canadian tourists turn into smiles and a smacking of the lips - it tastes great 

and down it goes!  This is to become our first drink in the morning created by our morning class 

coordinators for the North Bob MacGregor and Jim Mastine and for the South Harry Plemel 

(also the Sheriff) and Gus Claveau. 

 

The five North Tour teams are piped onto the ice for the 10:00 am 

draw and after an exchange of pins, we play four ends.  We then 

stack the brooms, using a curling glove to form the teepee of 

brooms and in we go for a drink; this time rusty nails (Scotch and 

Drambuie)!  The next four ends do not go well and the North falls 

to the hosts 43-26, with only 1 win, 3 losses, and a tie.  Lunch was 

then served: lentil and carrot soup, large sausage rolls and quar-

tered sandwiches.  Again, the RCCC is running a tab at the bar and 

we could not pay for our drinks as we settled in to watch the South 

Tour teams play.  Hugh‘s Scottish friends, Ian and Margaret Archer, greeted him and showed 

him a picture of an ―8 ender‖ that was scored in a Ladies game while the North was having 

lunch.  The South was faired little better in the 3:00 pm draw, losing 35-29 winning 2 games 

and losing 3.  This is our first taste of competition - a non-counting match against the 2003 Ca-

nadian Tour teams.  The results of these games suggested we had our work cut out for us as our 

tour teams prepared to set out in their respective directions to wrestle the Strathcona Cup out of 

the grasp of the Scots.   

The ice at Lanarkshire 

was surprisingly fast.  It 

started at a 25.5 seconds 

(hog to tee) and slowed 

but maintained 24.0 with 

lots of curl.  This is quite 

amazing considering that 

 
Lunch at the rink soup and sandwiches 



they skate on the ice on weekends and then have it ready for curling on Mondays.  They have 

brand new rocks from world famous Ailsa Craig.  The quarry has just been reopened and these 

are the first of the stones from what is thought to be a 20 year supply.  The cost is considered a 

bargain at $850 per stone.   

 We get back on the coach at 17:00 to return to the Normandy Hotel and change into our Number 

One‘s for the opening banquet.  Cocktails are at 18:30 and we finally 

got to buy a drink!  Team photos were taken at 18:45 with the banquet 

starting at 19:00.  The Top Table (head table) of Matt Murdoch, RCCC 

President, Ainslie Smith and Donald Whyte, the 2003 Scots Tour cap-

tains, Graham Harris and Bruce Beveridge, the Canadian Tour captains 

was piped in with the Strathcona Cup on display at the end of their ta-

ble.  Matt Murdoch read a letter of Greetings from the Royal Patron of 

the RCCC, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.  The Curlers grace was 

said and dinner was served: cock-a-leekie soup, roast beef, roasted po-

tatoes, nips and peas with a fruit dessert.  There are eight at each table 

with four Scots from the 2003 tour and four Canadians.  It is apparent 

that the Scots take the competition very seriously 

and have driven from all over Scotland to attend 

the banquet.  The Canadians were given a gift of a 

golf shirt with a crest on the chest of the Strath-

cona Cup embroidered with our names, a 2003 

Scottish Tour badge on the right sleeve and a 

Johnny Walker miniature. Entertainment was the 3 

Fivers (not the 3 Tenors) of John Paul (the Pope), 

Ronnie Wilson and David Arkley and the story 

Front row left to right  Rob Sinclair, Barry Worth, Rob Dods, Dick McBeth, Graham Harris, Bruce Beveridge, Bob McKie, Barry Greenberg, Dave Parkes, Ron Beldon                             

Second row left to right  Harry Plemel, Roddie MacLean, John Hodgson, Bill Streeter, Don Robinson, Gerry Rasmuson,  Austin Palmer, Neil Dufour, Hugh McCarrel, Jim Campbell, Miron 

Macyshyn, Denny Charlebois                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Third row left to right   Maurice (Moe) Williams, Bob Siemens, Gord Stockdale, Gus Claveau, Bill Wesley, Lew Andrews, Ron Hutton, David Giles, Brian Morin                                       

Fourth row left to right   Bill Rothwell, Jim Mastine, Paul Duffett, Ken Grattan, Bob MacGregor, Ron Avery, Bob Brigden, Tom Howat, Jeff Mowat, Jim Farquharson 



telling of Alan MacDonald who sang the song "Why I Am Not Into Work To-

day", involving bricks, a barrel, a rope and pulley and a 14 storey building - 

hilarious!   

Bob Dods sat with Robin Copland and they exchanged histories of the Pointe 

Claire Guest Cup and the Pointe Claire Cup which he runs every year.  The 

Scots have had to play at Pointe Claire to be eligible to play for the Pointe 

Claire Cup.  The Tour Choir sang O' Curling, Our Favourite Things and 

Flower of Scotland – getting a little better.  Hugh McCarrel had a long chat 

with Colin Baxter after dinner.  Colin was Hugh‘s opposition during the 2003 

tour, but he is better remembered as the 19 year old who played with his brother Iain against Don 

Duguid in the final of the Silver Broom in 1971.  We retreated to the bar where the Scots includ-

ing Peter Fraser, Alan Durno, Gifford Rickard, Matt Murdoch, and George Rogerson bought 

drinks after the meal ended.  Highland Park scotch seemed to be a favourite as they ran out.  

Many traded ties with Sandy Reid and Hugh exchanging theirs.  Ken Grattan and Hugh were 

among those who closed the bar at 2:00 am while Bob Dods worked on uploading pictures until 

the same time. 

Friday, January 9th—Glasgow Free Day - Sunny breaks and high of +5C  

Most of us slept better last night – starting to get over the lack of sleep and jet lag.  We had an-

other good Scottish breakfast.  Both tours joined together for a coach tour of Glasgow at 10:00 

starting at George Square.  In George Square, there was a statue of Sir Walter Scott, as well as a 

carnival with rides.  We visited the Glasgow Cathedral (St. Mungo‘s), seeing the opulent White 

chapel and Blacader Aisle .  We crossed the Bridge of Sighs connecting the cathedral and the Ne-

cropolis.  Necropolis means "city of the dead" but, do not worry, they are all resting in 

peace.  The city of the dead in Glasgow has many wealthy merchants‘ tombs in it. Some of these 

have been built by famous Scottish architects.  We saw several universities, ship building yards 

(including the tall ship ―Glen Lee‖), as well as a number of theatres and museums before return-

ing to George Square.  Glasgow was once the fourth most populous city in Europe behind only 

London, Paris and Berlin and was then renowned as the industrial and trading heart of the British 

Empire.  It remains Scotland‘s Culture Capital; is home base for the Scottish Opera and Ballet 

Companies and has a Municipal Art Collection second only to London in the U.K.  Its people are 

renowned for being friendly and approachable.  The city‘s earliest reference to curling dates back 

to ‗a curling challenge‘ reported by John McQuhin to have 

occurred in nearby Paisley where incidentally just four 

years ago the World‘s Ladies Championships were hosted. 

We had lunch at a very busy Exchange Pub (an old bank 

on George Square) with excellent food.  We learned that 

Jim Mastine‘s daughter was curling for Alison Ross in the 

Quebec Women‘s Provincials the following week.  Then it 

was back to the Normandy Hotel where we learned that 

Jim Farquharson‘s father had survived emergency bowel 

surgery.  While many had a nap from 15:30 to 18:30, 

Hugh, the North Treasurer, went in to Renfrew to cash some traveller‘s cheques.  The hotel and 

the banks would not take them, so he had to go to a Post Office.  He cashed all that he had and 

would use ATMs for the future.  It was a nice, but cool  

3 Fivers David Arkley, 

John Paul & Ronnie 

Wilson 



walk of 25 minutes.  On his return, he met Austin Palmer and later Bob Brigden also out for a 

stroll.  Some curlers went to the dinner tribute show with Elvis and Neil Diamond imita-

tors.  Elvis was booed off the stage!  Bob downloaded pictures from David Giles, Brian Morin 

and Roddie MacLean (1,400 pictures - some duplicates).  He then played crib with Jim Mastine 

against Jeff Mowat and Barry Worth and lost two games @ £2 each.  Following the card game, 

he uploaded pictures until 02:25 while 

many others went to bed early. 

. 

Saturday, January 10th - Morn-

ing North Tour rain and gusting 

winds, high of +4C 

We are dressed in black today as we 

arrive for a full Scottish breakfast of 

scrambled eggs, bacon (looks like Ca-

nadian back bacon), sausages, mush-

rooms, grilled tomato half, orange 

juice, whole wheat toast and coffee 

(also cereal, pastries and black pud-

ding).  Then we depart on to the coach 

at 10:15.  The South tour has left be-

fore most of us get to breakfast as they have the early draw.  We meet local Area representative, 

David Scott, who takes us on a very interesting and informative tour highlighted by the couple 

hours spent at the Kelvingrove Art Gallery & Museum which had opened first in 1901 just a few 

years preceding the Canadians first visit.  Aside from containing some of the finest paintings in 

Europe, it houses what is said to be the oldest and most complete set of armour in the world.  

The museum showcases the works of the famous Glasgow boys paintings 1888-95; Salvador 

Dali‘s ―The Crucifixion‖(1931) - no nails, no blood, no thorns; a strikingly beautiful 1889 

George Lawson sculpture entitled ―Motherless‖; a full place-setting of one of MacIntosh‘s first 

solo designs identified as Ladies Luncheon Room 1900; a display of glass produced by James 

Coupar & Sons (1888) called ―At the City Glass Works‖; a handsome 1930‘s Anderson Special 

Mark II Motor Car, and a Spitfire hanging in the main hall. 

Kelvingrove 

Art Gallery 

& Museum  

Game 1  

Team South at Border Ice Rink, Kelso. 



Saturday, January 10th   South Tour Competition Begins at Braehead  

10.00 a.m. at Braehead Ice Rink 

The first counting games were scheduled at the Braehead Ice Rink where the South Tour were 

challenged by teams from the Dumbarton and Glasgow Provinces. The South Tour was off to a 

good start and ended the draw with a few shots more than the Scots.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The south tour was fortunate to attend an im-

promptu whisky tour at the Glengoyne Distill-

ery in the afternoon before returning to the ho-

tel. The tour at Glengoyne was very interesting 

and as it was Saturday the distill-

ery wasn‘t operating. This gave 

the group an opportunity to see the 

inner working of whisky making 

and to sample some of the distill-

#1: The skip was bad & the 

game was sad. # 2: We got the first one under 

our belts. Watch out for us 

because we are a machine. 

#4: The team was not sharp 

- the Scots took advantage 
#5: It must have been the jet lag. 

#3: Played a world seniors champion 

for our first game together & man-

aged to keep it close. 

 



ery‘s fine product. The group was fortunate to be able to purchase some 17 year old whisky for 

the employee‘s price of 19 Pounds – an excellent value. 

Saturday, January 10th  Afternoon North Tour Begins at Braehead  

The Braehead curling rink (eight sheets) is part of a facility that comprises one of the largest 

shopping centres (malls) in Scotland.  The curling is on the second level.  It was there in 2000 

that Canada‘s Greg McAuley won the Ford Men‘s World Curling Championship. 

The North Tour watches the end of the South Tour‘s first game.  The South have won 34-27.  We 

then join our opposition for lunch before being piped on to the ice.  We stack brooms after the 

fourth end for a quick dram.  A look at the final tally shows that the North won by 16 for a total 

Canadian advantage of 23!  Of note, Rhona Martin, skip of the Scottish Olympic Gold Medalists, 

was giving a lesson to some new curlers on the sheet beside Hugh McCarrel‘s game.  Norman 

Walker, Hugh‘s opposing skip was President of the Wengen Curling Club in Switzerland.  This 

Club plays outdoors on natural ice and is only open for three weeks each year starting in late 

January at the time of the famous Wengen downhill ski run.  We had a quick drink with our op-

ponents and then headed back to the hotel for 17:00.  

We changed into number ones, then got back on the coach at 18:00 and drove to the Glasgow 

City Council Chambers for a reception with one of the senior councillors.  It is a lovely building 

with lots of art.  We strolled into the Ballroom and, remembering that the 1998 Tour sang here, 

we got up on the stage and ―sang for our supper‖!  At 19:00 we walked across George Square to 

the Glasgow Merchants House for dinner.  It is a very impressive building.  The dining room had 

wood panels showing Merchants who had donated thousands of pounds or merks to Glasgow‘s 

needy.  Many of the Scots had not been inside this building previously and were very im-

pressed.  An excellent meal of roast beef, carrots and potatoes was followed by a dessert of 

chocolate cup filled with mousse and raspberries.  We each received a taster bottle (50 ml) of 

Chivas blended Scotch along with two slate coasters imprinted with the 

Glasgow provinces and team photos taken at Brae-

head that afternoon.  A number of curlers including 

Moe Williams were feeling the effects of a lack of 

sleep and had to be nudged to stay awake! 

  

Jeff Mowat and David Giles were brought up on 

stage to try a curling broom agility test where you 

step through and twist around so that the broom comes in front of you.  Only 

the contortionist could complete the task.  However, Brian Morin took a video 

of them trying. 

  

Then a Judge in wig, court robes and various chains includ-

ing a large bottle opener delivered the Curling Court sum-

mons to each North Tour member to be held at Kinross on 

Monday, January 26th.  Similarly, the South Tour members 

were delivered a summons by a Police inspector and a lady 

constable for their Curlers Court, Saturday, January 17th at 

Kilmarnock.  

 We took to the stage and sang O' Curling, It's a long way to 

David Giles 



Scotland, and finished with Flower of Scotland.  We returned to the coach at 23:00, 

then back to the Normandy Hotel.  Some changed and went down to the bar for a 

nightcap, while many others went straight to bed.  Again the Hotel was having another 

tribute show, this time with Tina Turner and Rod Stewart. 

 On a sad note, Jim Farquharson's father, aged 97, passed away following bowel block-

age surgery.  Jim flew back to PEI for the funeral and hopes to return in a week.  Our 

thoughts and prayers go with Jim and we wish him a safe trip.  We also got an email 

from David Pye who was selected to be on the trip but had to withdraw due to health issues.  He 

wished us luck and will be following on the website. 

  

Sunday, January 11th Tours Separate - rain, high of +4C 

Sunday is a travel day and the day that the two tours go their own way.  Morning class was at 

08:00 in George Rogerson's room 112.  Bob Dods was late by 5 minutes, and fined £1.  Neil Du-

four, the sheriff slept in.  When his roommate, Jim Campbell was asked if he didn't wake him up, 

Jim smiled and said cockily, "No!"  The rest of the North Tour were incredulous! The result: Neil 

was fined £5 and his roommate Jim also got a £1 fine for not protecting his roommate!  The mes-

sage of teamwork and looking out for each other was delivered loud and clear.  Hugh had to leave 

the meeting early as he was visiting his cousins.  He took a taxi in the pouring rain past the fa-

mous Ibrox Park, home of the Glasgow Rangers. Breakfast with both tour groups followed. 

Sunday, January 11th  North Tour 

We were on the coach at 10:00 for the drive 

to Perth.  Heavy rains and winds buffeted 

the coach.  On this long ride, half the tour 

took advantage to catch up on sleep!  At 

11:00, we stopped at the Tullibardine distillery where we took the tour, 

sampled the Scotch and had lunch (potato and squash soup, quartered 

sandwiches and coffee or tea.)  Tullibardine Distillery in Blackford 

nestles at the foot of the Ochil Hills in Perthshire, where the Highlands 

of Scotland begin.  These hills are renowned for the crystal purity of 

their spring water.  The Distillery draws its water from the same source which fed the first public 

brewery in Scotland and from where King James IV purchased beer to celebrate his coronation in 

1488.  Today Tullibardine (built on the site of the brewery) reigns supreme as a fine malt whisky 

of majestic qualities. It is considered "Eminently quaffable".   We sampled what would be the 

first of many single malt Scotch whiskies along the northern trail.  (Now you know why we chose 

the North.) This operation produces 2.7 million liters a year, a moderate amount compared to the 

big boys who come in around the 8 million liter mark.  We‘re told that the whisky distillery in-

dustry is the largest ‗cash cow‘ source of revenue to the government netting about $200 a minute.  

We were given a bottle which we decided we should sample again later that night.  We ran back 

to the bus in a driving rain to continue our journey.  



The next leg of our trip took us to the Queens 

Hotel, a Best Western in Perth.  Once registered, we 

dropped our luggage in our rooms and headed to the De-

wars Ice Rink to see the Perth Master World Curling Tour 

(WCT) finals between Kevin Koe of Canada and Thomas 

Ulsrud of Norway.  Kevin won 6 to 5 on last 

shot.  Kevin's 

father Fred Koe 

from Yellowknife was to be on the tour with us but 

again a knee injury last year precluded him from play-

ing.  The North Tour got a photo with the Kevin Koe 

team and sent it to Fred with our regards.  The Manitoba 

contingent also got to talk to Kerry Burtnyk whose team 

lost in the semi-finals to Team Koe.  Jeff Mowat and 

Bob Brigden had their picture taken with Kerry.  Hugh 

just missed seeing his St. George‘s team (Wayne Mid-

daugh & Trevor Wall) as Kerry had beaten them in the 

Northern Tour Order 

Jan 7 - Arrive Glasgow 

Jan 9 – Hamilton 

Jan 10 – Braehead 

Jan 12 – Perth  

Jan 13 – Perth  

Jan 14 – Elgin  

Jan 15 – Inverness  

Jan 16 – Inverness  

Jan 18 – Aberdeen 

Jan 19 - Aberdeen 

Jan 20 - Dundee 

Jan 22— Forfar 

Jan 24 - Kinross 

Jan 26—Kirkcaldy 

Jan 27—Stirling 

Jan 29 – Edinburgh 

Jan 30 – closing banquet 

Jan 31 – Edinburgh departure 

BOB, KERRY and JEFF                                                

(Jim Mastine background) 

Edinburgh 

 

Glasgow —— 



quarter-finals.  Kerry did advise that Jon Mead‘s Mom 

had passed away on the previous Friday – the reason that 

Trevor Wall was subbing for Jon.   

Once back at the Hotel, we decided to try a local Chinese 

All-you-can-eat Buffet called City Buffet.  After a short 5 

block walk, we had a very good meal for £15 and all 

were satisfied.  It was fascinating to hear Chinese speak-

ing with a Scottish brogue!  We took some more pictures 

and then returned to the hotel where some made use of 

the steam bath, hot tub, sauna and went swimming.  The room is much better than the Nor-

mandy, and we are all hoping to sleep a little better tonight.  Each curler has now collected a lot 

of pins and is starting to think about weight restrictions going home.  Roddie curled at Humber 

Highland in Toronto before moving back to PEI in 1980.  This is the same Club that Hugh 

curled at in his first year of high school.  Hugh also discovered that Roddie had a share in two 

trotters and that his Vet is Bill Best.  Hugh articled with Bill‘s wife, Mary at KPMG in the mid-

70s while Bill was just starting at the Veterinary College at Guelph.  In a further coincidence, 

Hugh‘s elder daughter, Taralyn, graduated as a Veterinarian from Guelph specializing in horses 

in 2006.Later that evening, Hugh borrowed Bob Brigden‘s laptop to check and send e-mails.  

Bob mentions to Hugh that he is not feeling well and not getting any sleep.  In addition, he 

talked to his wife that night and she was not 

feeling well either.       Southern Tour Order 

Jan 7 - Arrive Glasgow 

Jan 9 –  Hamilton 

Jan 10 –  Braehead 

Jan 12 –  Kilmarnock 

Jan 13 –  Greenock  

Jan 14 –  Stevenston 

Jan 15 – 16 –  Hamilton 

Jan 17 –  Kilmarnock 

Jan 19 - Howwood 

Jan 20 –  Ayr 

Jan 21 –  Stranraer 

Jan 22 –  Dumfries 

Jan 23 - Lockerbie 

Jan 24 - Kelso 

Jan 26—29 –  Edinburgh 

Jan 30 –  closing banquet 

Jan 31 –  Edinburgh departure 

Left: Bruce Beveridge, Bob Brigden, Bob Siemens, 

Brian Morin, Right:  Bob Dods, Neil Dufour, George 

Rogerson and our 2 Chinese hostess  

Glasgow 

 Edinburgh 

___________



Sunday, January 11th  South Tour   -  Lochgoilhead  

Morning class started at 8:30am and the South Tour 

was on the coach by 10am. After a short stop at 

Braehead Mall (30 minutes of shopping) the Tour 

was underway at 10:45. The route took us by Loch 

Lomond (in the rain) stopping for pictures and pro-

ceeded on through the Highlands. Continuing on 

amidst the beautiful scenery we finnally came to 

single lane road leading to the Drimsynie House 

Hotel situated on Loch Goilhead. The road into the 

village is a single lane with little stations along the 

way where vehicles can pull off to permit oncoming 

traffic to go by. Conditions like this and some of the 

constricted city roadways cause us to appreciate the 

skill possessed by the driver of our 40+ passenger 

motor coach. Drimsynie House is a leisure center 

offering swimming, ice skating, bowling, snooker, 

golf & pony trekking. It is owned by Douggie and 

Jean Campbell (retired) and family (3 sons) who operate a variety of businesses mostly related to the 

tourist industry including Caravan Parks. After introductions and a buffet lunch hosted by Bruce Mar-

shall Argyll and Bute Councilor the Tour started the afternoon curling draw at 3 p.m. At the end of the 

draw the Canadians finished 3-1 and won by 16 shots.  Room 10 of the Drimsynie was the gathering 

room for end of the day chats and few drams. Dick McBeath earns the nick name 

―Thunder‖ for his snoring after a night in 

a cabin for 5 people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Austin Palmer, Graham Harris, Barry Greenberg, Willie Young & 

David Giles 

Drimsynie House Hotel 

Lunch Presentation  Barry Greenberg & 

Jimmie Simm  (President of Argyle Province) 

Jean Campbell & Barry 

Barry & Douggie) Campbell  

(Owner Drimsynie House Hotel) 
 

James Brown (Secretary 

Argyle Province) 

Donnie Campbell 

Colin Park 



After a short break the group met at the hotel for a wonderful dinner of Rack of Lamb. Staff at 

the hotel were largely students including Poles, Canadians and a Mexican working and traveling 

in the UK. There was great hospitality shown throughout the evening by the people of Argyll. 

The South Tour made presentations to Jean and Douglas (Douggie) Campbell and to James 

Brown and Jimmie Simm (President of Argyle Province) Supper was again hosted and later in the 

evening the South Tour entertained with some songs and were treated to some popular recitations 

of Robbie Burns poetry by Jim Simm.  

Monday, January 12th   North Tour  - Perth 

We had another good breakfast before many of us put out our laundry to be done.  We also had 

our first morning class at Perth.  This 

was the first draw with a bye as only 

four teams would play each round until 

the final draw.  At the Dewar‘s Cen-

tre‘s 8-sheet ice rink, where numerous 

World and European Championships 

have been held, and where Koe had 

defeated Ulsrud yesterday, we were to 

play our second counting games 

against Perth & District and Breadal-

bane Provinces in the 10 a.m. draw.  

Team McCarrel had the first bye and 

their team went to the Black Watch 

Museum except for their Skip.  Bob 

Brigden, our Tour Historian, had asked Hugh to stay behind in case he couldn‘t finish his game 

due to illness.  Regrettably, he had to bow out after the fourth end and left the tour that evening, 

returning home to attend to his wife. (This was the fourth casualty to the original tour line-up, 

having already lost David Pye, Tunnel Town CC and Fred Koe, NWT to illness and Jim Farqu-

harson, PEI, who returned home for his father's funeral just two days ago.)  Hugh filled in at 

Third while Roddie moved up to Skip for the last four ends and they made a great comeback 

overcoming a 4-1 deficit to win 7-6.  The scores once being tallied gave us another victory 32-23 

having beaten the Scots in 3 of the 4 games and extending 

our difference now to +25.   

Perth is often regarded as ‗the centre of curling‘ and as tes-

timony to that we were shown an old stone that was said to 

be one of the oldest in existence, if not the oldest, dating 

back to 1511.  

Later in the day three of our team, Robert Dods, Roddie 

MacLean, and Bill Wesley, were to sample 43-year-old 



Macallan Scotch Whiskey (albeit thimble-sized offerings) valued at more than $2000 a bottle 

while the team lunched at the Columba Cream Cafe about 15 miles NW of Perth, out in the roll-

ing countryside where the sun appeared for the first time on our tour.  The Columba Cream Café 

is owned and operated by Jill MacKay, a club curler, and her husband, Ken.  On the way back, 

we passed by the site of the 1967 Silver Broom, won by Chuck Hay.  Today it is a MacDonalds, 

and the rink has been replaced by the Perth Centre, which is ten years old now.  Within the Perth 

Centre, next door to the curling 

rink, there is indoor lawn bowl-

ing on artificial turf.        

The Scots were ready for us 

when we returned to the ice for 

the 3 p.m. draw and set us 

down to our first defeat 27-20 

managing only one tie in the 

four games with our cumula-

tive difference reduced to +18.  

Not knowing it at the time, this will have represented our worst performance on the entire tour.  

Was it in the liqueur?  

Renowned keen curler Chuck Hay, 5-time Scottish champ and 1967 

World Champion, entertained Canadian curlers as the keynote speaker 

at the evening banquet at the Dewar‘s Centre, alluding to among other 

things his having one time requested a baler to clean up all the debris 

left by Canadian corn brooms in an international match some years 

earlier. He regaled us with his humour, one joke punch line being - "Is 

the minister finished the sermon yet." "Aye, but, he hasn't stopped." 

Chuck claims to have in 1965 introduced Ray Turnbull to Scotch 

which Turnbull still drinks today and to have had many fond memo-

ries of being so kindly hosted on many trips to Canada by curling guru 

Ken Watson.  Many of us had a chance to speak to Chuck.  He  

indicated that he was looking for Hugh McCarrel so that he could ask 

about his brother Graeme and to pass on his regards.  Chuck had hosted Graeme a number of 

years earlier.  

We were entertained by music out of the 

old Shetland Hills, a cast of fiddlers pri-

marily, called the Perth Strathspey Reel 

orchestra, punctuated by colourful sets 

of Scottish dance performed by the 

youthful Julie Young dancers, accompa-

nied by the bagpipes. The evening 

closed with our taking to front stage 



ourselves, presenting a medley of tour tunes highlighted by our best rendition yet of our tour 

song, "We Have a Dream".  

There was some applause, actually. 

Almost forgot to report that our North Tour Courier, George Rogerson, impressed us all with his 

dance steps tonight. 

Monday, January 12th   South Tour  - Kilmarnock  

Morning classes at 8am, breakfast at 9 and on the ice curling at 10 am. The morning draw re-

sulted in 3 wins and 16 shots more than the Scots.  

After a buffet lunch (4 hot dishes as well as cold shrimp and salmon), the Tour 

boarded the  coach for a 2½ hr. scenic ride including a ½ hr. ferry crossing on  

 

the River Clyde from Dunoon to Gouroch before arriving in Kilmarnock about 7pm. The Tour 

will stay at the Park Hotel for the next several nights. The hotel is part of a complex for a Soccer/

Rugby team. When we got to our rooms we were treated to some Whyte & Mackay whiskey as a 

welcome gift from Ayreshire Province.  

Accommodations for the next eight nights were at the Park Hotel in Kilmarnock 

#3: We all played well with a positive score #2: Now we are on track – just watch us. 

#4: If we hadn’t had last rock advantage the result may 

have been different. 

#5: A most enjoyable game in a spectacular setting. 

  

 



Tuesday, January 13th North Tour - Perth 

Captain Bruce Beveridge presented himself at 

morning classes with his shirt on backwards in-

dicating he was not entirely awake and was 

fined, as was Miron Macyshyn for having kissed 

too many 

women at the 

banquet last 

evening. 

Incidentally, 

there was a col-

our photograph 

of the Touring 

Canadian Curling Team in Perth carried by ‗The Cou-

rier‘ (http://www.the courier.com) in this morning‘s edition. 

At the ice rink, we were piped from the coach into the Dewars facility where we were greeted by 

Chuck Hay and our opposition from Strathmore Province.  Then, as per tradition, we were piped 

on to the ice, followed by picture taking of the group and then of the individual teams.  After the 

exchange of pins, we took to the curling ice at 10 a.m.  Canada split its four games but found it-

self on the right side of the ledger as the Grattan and McCarrel rinks won big. Final count: Can-

ada 34 Scotland 24. 

At 1 p.m. there was a civic reception at Perth‘s City 

Chamber hosted by Provost Dr. John Hulbert who not 

only welcomed us very warmly but gave a short address 

on the significance of this historic curling exchange be-

tween Scotland and Canada.  Bob Dods, the son of an im-

migrant Scot, spoke on our behalf paying tribute to the 

Scots here in Perth as demonstrating great hospitality and 

great curling, and how with them we have already been 

able to build lasting friendships.  He later presented a bea-

ver and a banner to RCCC Area 8 Reps Joan Fife and 

Martin Priestley.  The building we were in was an imposing structure, formerly owned by an in-

surance company and replete with much marble and finely crafted wood.  Most of our Scottish 

opposition who attended had not been in the building before.  It had a magnificent view of the 

Tay River. 

 

Afternoon games resumed at 3:00 pm, this time against Perth & District and Atholl Provinces 

where Canada again prevailed by 7 points advancing their net gain for the day to 17 points, and 

overall now pushed the difference to +35.  After finishing our games, we saw on two sheets of ice  

young women practicing with their coach.  It was the Scottish Olympic team featuring Eve Muir-

head, who at age 17, had already won the World Junior Championship twice.    

At 8:00 pm there was a reception and dinner at the Queen's Hotel where we stayed, and it may 

have been a mistake not to have had any Scottish women in attendance for our storytellers Jim 

Perth 



Campbell, Jeff Mowat, and especially Miron Macyshyn really pushed the envelope to the limit in 

their tales and jokes. 

Sometime during the evening, mention was made that presently we are positioned at about 56 

degrees N latitude placing us about as far north as Fort McMurray. You would hardly believe it 

by the greenery about us. 

Miron made a presentation today,( or was that yesterday?), wherein he identified 

his club as being the Royal Montreal CC and noted that it was not only the oldest 

curling club in Canada, but also the oldest sporting club in all of North America.  

Did you know, that Lord Atholl was sanctioned to have his own private army.  

When asked to be the patron of the Dunkeld Curling Club, he insisted on his col-

ors being on their emblem, and so you see it on their club pin today.  

Tuesday, January 13th South Tour   - Greenock  

Up at 6, morning class at 7am; breakfast and on bus at 8:15. The 1 ½ hour bus ride to Greenock 

was back the same route traveled the previous day. The Waterfront Ice Rink was a modern build-

ing architecturally designed for the new millennium. It sits right on the edge of the River Clyde  

with floor to ceiling windows looking out at the boat traffic including 

ocean freighters etc.  We were surprised to see a freighter coming at us 

before turning starboard to continue along the Clyde. The building has 

some interesting concepts but, the lounge area was at the same tempera-

ture as the ice area and the view of the Clyde River 

and passing ships lets in sunlight that made the ice a 

challenge on that side.   Another unique experience, 

as soon as the team walked through the door (piped in, of 

course) was a drink called a ―Clyde Steamer‖ and named 

after the ships that used to pass up and down the Firth 

of  Clyde, which is the water you see in the picture. The 

Steamer is made with whisky, Cointreau, beer and some-

thing called green ginger wine, which is apprently quite 

common in the U.K. However, one ―Steamer‖ is sufficient 

before 10:00 a.m.!  

First game of the day was at the Waterfront Leisure    Cen-

tre, Greenock The ice was keen enough at 13.5 sec. be-

Harry Plemel & Sandra 

Lapsley 

Harry Plemel presenting a 

tour gift to Provost Mi-

chael McCormick 

 

#1: The score was 6-5 with Tom 

Howatt as a spare. We were 

pleased he was there. 

#3: Couldn’t find draw weight 

until the last end 

#4: Send a ship by – Goodbye 

to the front end! 
#5: The team played well 

against the glare and tricky ice! 



tween the hogs BUT very greasy underfoot with a modest 2-3 foot curl. The South Tour won by 

20 shots in the morning draw.  Lunch was hosted at the Waterfront Leisure Center.               

The Canadian Tourists had a bad afternoon losing 3 games to the Scots but up 15 shots on the 

day. Team # 3 had a free afternoon but it didn‘t stop the skip from commenting that “It was a 

beautiful setting for curling, but, had a hard job to keep our navy trained third (G Claveau) from 

jumping ship to passing ships on the Clyde.” 

After the second draw, the South Tour rushed to a 6 pm reception and tour of the Civic Center 

(City Hall) in Greenock.   After a tour of the city hall, a ―Stand Up‖ dinner was served with a 

choice of Curried Chicken with Rice or Lasagna.  Greenock, with a population of 80,000 is lo-

cated along the Clyde where it is almost 2 km wide as it approaches the open ocean. The Civic 

Reception in Greenock was ―dry‖ – and as we were running late after our curling game we did 

not have our customary post curling drink – thus we had to do something before 1 1/2 hour coach 

ride back to the hotel.  Ron Hutton and Bill Rothwell happily volunteered to accept the task of 

finding some beer.  They left the reception and asked the first person they ran into (one of the 

town officials) where the nearest place was to purchase beer – they were asked – ―what are you 

driving‖ and when they responded a ―coach‖ he immediately said get into my car and I will drive 

you there.  Upon arrival at the grocery store he took them in and knew exactly where the beer 

was and the best price.  They headed back to the coach and were heartily welcomed by all curlers 

– the trip back to the hotel seemed to pass by quickly – aided, of course by a couple of pints. 

Back at the hotel, a football/rugby game was on next door and some of the guys were invited by 

the owners to the second half.  

 

Wednesday, January 14th  North Tour   -  Elgin 

At morning classes Captain Bruce was fined again, this time for having swapped his tie at dinner 

last night and thus failing to wear No. 1‘s as they were intended.  Seven others (including the 

team courier) were also fined for having been part of a disturbance in the hotel over night that 

was unwarranted. Drawmaster Ken Grattan introduced some line-up changes ―to better tune our 

team‖ necessitated somewhat by the loss of Bob Brigden and to provide necessary sweeping help 

to teams taxed with injuries or fatigue. 

We were soon on the road traveling up the A9 along the River Spey to Elgin our next destination.  

A lot of fog and mist was in the air as we go further north 

encountering both the River Tay and the River Tummel. 

The latter‘s wa-

ters run particu-

larly fast, and 

we‘re told they 

are a wonderful 

source for hydro power.  They are also 

terrific for salmon fishing. 

We passed through the village of Granton-on-Spey a 

beautiful little fishing village along the sea.  We‘re told 

land around here was traditionally owned by the Grant 

Elgin Cathedral 



clan, with the Grant Castle standing prominently in its midst, but the estate was eventually split 

up over various family arguments and differences. It is truly beautiful country. 

Aberlour is next and there is a sighting of Walker‘s Shortbread manufacturing 

plant where the country‘s most famous shortbread is made; and then we wind 

through Rothes, a quaint little whiskey town to have Roddie MacLean remind 

us once again that ―Rome was built on seven hills; Scotland…on seven stills.‖ 

We encountered more fog and mist, which changed to sunshine as we entered 

into Elgin.  We saw the ruins of Elgin Cathedral as we went through town and 

proceeded on to the world famous Johnston‘s Woollen Mill.     

We were given a tour and a lesson in the making of wool at Johnston‘s Mill, an 

independently run woollen enterprise since 1797 making beautiful knitwear, 

clothing and accessories sold around the world under many designer brand 

names including Burberry.  Its prized cashmere, unlike the wool of sheep, is not sheered but 

rather combed from the goat; and as was explained to us: one goat - one scarf.  Out in front of the 

facility stood a monument depicting three cashmere goats, a gift to Johnston‘s from a Chinese 

manufacturing company.  We then had lunch at Johnston‘s before leaving for the rink. 

Elgin, settled first in 1130, is today heavily dependent on the Royal Air Force Stations in the area 

for its employment of civilians.  The ice rink is run by the local council and is primarily a hockey 

and skating facility with curling on most Mondays and Wednesdays.  They had trouble with the 

ice recently and we‘re very fortunate to have ice for today‘s game. 

On the ice at 2:30 for a match against Moray Province, the result of which was another Canadian 

victory by the wee difference of 2 points 31-29.  Are we tiring?  Could the road trip have been 

too much?  Or, maybe it‘s all those stills, including the fourth end breaks for a wee dram?   At 

any rate we have added, not subtracted from our overall difference which now stands at +37. 

….And, did you know, that our piper today, Kenneth Norman MacDonald is a direct descendent 

of, fancy this, - Donald Alexander Smith, Lord Strathcona himself. 

 

We were next treated to an after game tavern stop where Mike Watt related to interested Canadi-

ans a foolproof slow gin recipe he had long ago mastered.  We're not letting the secret out, Mike. 

Oh, if only we could find "the berry from the black thorn bush". 

 

And did you know, Moray Province is home to 49 distilleries, including many of the best known 

brands of Scotch Whiskey. 

 

Dinner was at the Eight Acres Hotel and the highlight of the day was when Rod MacLean, wear-

ing a colourful Scottish bonnet, (see photo) stepped forward at the evening banquet and recited 

the "Ode to the Haggis" in grand style, certainly representing an apt closing to a jolly good time. 

Wednesday, January 14th South Tour  - Stevenston 

We have a free morning however, we were at breakfast at 8 and morning class at 9.  By 9:30 we 

were out for a 2 km. walk into the main part of town. There was very good shopping, with a large  

 



 

 

mall and many unique stores.   

Pins from the 1912 Scottish 

Curlers visit to Canada 

Notice posted on the bulletinboard at the 

Harvies Ice Rink 

#2: Great game – very close! Now we have started 

to actually hit the broom! 

#5: Local knowledge is a wonderful thing, if you 

are local and have knowledge. 

1: With Jim Farquharson away, David Giles came 

our way to win the game 12-8. 

 

Gus Claveau  presenting our  

banner to John Pringle 

 



We were back to hotel at 11 and lunch at 12 ready 

to curl the afternoon draw at the Harvies Ice rink 

in Stevenston, North Ayrshire, a skating ice rink 

on Friday, Saturday, Sunday and curling the other 

4 days.      Tonight we were at the Park Hotel, Kil-

marnock. 

Harvies put together an excellent dinner of Steak 

and Kidney or Mac and Cheese with tremendous 

entertainment afterwards.  MC and comedian 

Alex Blair; Burns recitations by Gordon 

Hennessy; and May Mayberry singer with a talent 

to tell humorous stories. A very enjoyable evening 

was had by Canadians and Scots including joke telling and singing.   

Thursday, January 15th   North  Tour  - Inverness 

Alan Durno joined us for another hearty breakfast and morning 

class.  The day didn't start out especially well for the historian 

(Bill Wesley) as the Sheriff nailed him with a hefty fine at 

morning class for having left his curling shoes in Perth. 

 

Courier George updated us on our overall performance to date 

that saw us begin to break away from the Scots somewhat 403-

294 (that's including the South's games). 

Following breakfast we were off to Inverness via Roadway A86, halfway along the way stop-

ping at Forres to both visit the Falconer Museum and to give witness to a metal plaque affixed a 

bridge crossing commemorating the birthplace of Sir Donald Smith (Lord Strathcona) and rec-

ognizing his accomplishments in both Scotland and Canada.  We travelled on through Nairn, a 

one time thriving fishing town that is more into beaches and tourism today. 

Inverness looms before us, on the River Ness.  It is the hub for various transport links.  You will 

notice also road signs around the city are in two languages, English and Gaelic, as is common 

throughout the Highlands where the latter is spoken by thousands of its residents.  We noted that 

the price of gas was £0.90 per litre.  

 

We were greeted at the Inverness Ice Rink by Inverness Province 

Curling Club President Andy Wood and Alan Stanfield, West Team 

Vice-Captain of the Scots tour of Canada in '03.  Alan, later in the 

evening, gave us a most detailed account of the Canada-Scotland 

Strathcona Cup match played in Inverness on February 12, 1909.  He 

had in his research, not only attained scores and playing rosters but 

also a beautiful picture (which he had copied and 

presented to Captain Bruce) showing all the players of the day in front of the 

Caledonian Hotel to which they had been brought earlier in 

the day by special train.  The match was played on natural 

ice, on two separate ponds to be exact.  Three games were 

Bruce Beveridge &  

provost James Gray 



played on Lily Pond, and 3 more at another pond ¼ mile away, with the Canadians winning 

overall, 105-83. 

 

Our own game score for the day was 28-23 following splitting four games, now entitling us to a 

+42 difference with our opponents in the North.  Bragging rights seem to rest with the South 

however for after one week‘s play as they lead their opponents by +67. 

The Inverness Ice Rink where we played today is run by local curlers.  It is home ice to double 

World Men‘s Champion, Ewan MacDonald, and sports an active junior program that regularly 

sends finalists to Scottish play downs.  Like many of the Scottish facilities, the Ice Rink has 

multiple uses with curling on Monday to Wednesday with hockey and skating representing the 

balance of the week.  We are getting used to all the different configurations and multiple lines, 

only occasionally being confused by the ―blue line‖ in place of the hog line. 

 

We were warmly welcomed at an evening function by Provost James Grey at the spacious and 

spectacular dining room at the Inverness Town House.  The old paintings and Scottish flags 

blended perfectly with the large chandeliers. 

After the usual speeches and toasts during which the Tour Team was recognized 

as Inverness's first group of distinguished visitors to the city in what has been de-

clared as the ―Year of Homecoming 2009‖, Sheila Bruce on piano provided tremendous support 

for the "Strathcona Cup Male Voice Choir" in rendering their best performance to date in bring-

ing the evening to a close. 

Thursday, January 15th   South  Tour - Hamilton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another 

Graham Harris & Donald MacRae (Skip & 

Piper) 

 

1: This was tricky, not too sticky and 

made more shots than the Scots – winning 

our game 11-3. 

2: Great game boys – we’re tough and 

hungry! 

3: This morning’s game was original 

―To Say The Least‖! 
4: Fine ice, fine group to curl against 

and the best game we curled together. 



early rise - 6:45, breakfast at 7:30 and on bus at 8:30 am. Arrive at the Lan-

arkshire Ice Rink in Hamilton. Today we play Biggar Province at 10 am. 

There were some ups and downs with this draw but the Canadian Tourists 

managed to add another 5 shots to our lead.  

In the afternoon the Scots were able to rack up more shots than the Canadi-

ans and overall we lost by 6 which nets the day out to a loss of 1. The Cana-

dian contingent lead has grown to 119 shots.  

A roast beef dinner was served at the ice rink with entertainment afterwords 

a young man on an accordion and his singing sister. It seems that a large 

percentage of the those we curl are farmers who are a friendly group. Bob 

McKie expressed our thanks to Sandy Welsh, President of the Lanarkshire 

Province for gracious hospitality.  

The coach left at 9:15 arriving at the hotel at 10:15pm 

Friday, January 16th North Tour - Inverness 

At morning class today there was considerable discussion about the idea of a traveling trophy, 

something that could be moved about more easily and 

made available to show curlers and host clubs some-

thing tangible representing this competition.   A lot of 

good opinions were expressed, but we were a long 

way from resolving the issue. 

Courier George took a few minutes to speak a bit 

more about Curlers‘ Court and particularly about 

‗initiation expectations‘ warning us his best advice 

was for us ―to do what you‘re told‖.  It‘s as simple as 

that! 

We played games at the Inverness Ice Rink today at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. with lunch literally 

sandwiched in between.  The games were against Ross & Cromarty Provinces and Grampion & 

Sutherland Provinces; the former beating us 33-28, but the latter losing to us 40-16 giving us a 

difference on the day of +19 and overall in the North a difference of +61.  Those playing on the 

outside sheets had the challenge of a buildup of ice by the boards.  Even Jeff Mowat‘s high hard 

ones would curl 2 ½ feet from the hog line in. 

There was a great deal of fun and camaraderie exhibited 

particularly in the afternoon games as can be witnessed 

by this exclamation by Tony Watson, skip of Sutherland 

on being commended by his opposition on his remark-

able final shot that came through a narrow port to out 

count 3 Canadian stones. Says Tony, ―Even a blind pig 

can find an acorn in the woods occasionally.‖ 

The evening dinner at the Kingsmill Hotel had a menu 

highlighted by main course choices from grilled fillet of 

Bob Dods Barry Worth  Brian Morin 

Bob McKie & Sandy Welsh 

Kingsmill Hotel  



Scottish salmon, to roast leg of rosemary garlic lamb, to warm Highland haggis … we feasted 

heartily.  The entertainment moved in gently with fiddler Doug Stuart performing many locally 

popular fiddle tunes, including one number with its origins in Cape Breton - ‗Memories of Fa-

ther McDonnell‘.   Quiet, or rather gentle it was no more for, to the fore strode the immensely 

talented Hugh MacKay who captivated us with narrative recitals that concluded with ―Death & 

Dr. Hornbrook‖ which had been written by a school teacher by the name of John 

Wilson. 

In a more sombre tone, our own Bob MacGregor entertained all with a recitation 

of the Robert Service classic, ―The Death of Dan McGrew‖.; followed by Donald 

Norville and his Scottish Delights and then to be concluded with our representa-

tive Jim Campbell saying a few words, including thanking our hosts and present-

ing a few appropriate gifts.                                                             

Concluded t‘was not quite, as Hugh MacKay assumed the stage again for the fi-

nal curtain call breaking us all up with a most amusing story about a traveling 

Bulgarian‘s futile efforts at attaining a good meal and overnight lodging in Inverness. 

Alex Barnet, Area 

10 Rep of RCCC, on 

behalf of the Scots 

asked that we give 

Lew Andrews their 

best as he regrettably 

had to return home in 

aid of his wife De-

nise.  She had slipped 

and fallen on ice, re-

sulting in a nasty 

multiple break of her ankle/leg.         

CANADA 127 SCOTLAND 101 

Friday, January 16th South Tour -         Kilmarnock 

The tour had morning classes as usual and an early start for a long day of touring and curling. 

The coach departed at 8:45am for the New Lanark 

World Heritage Site. 

10.15 am Visit and guided tour of New Lanark 

World Heritage Site 

New Lanark is a village founded in 1786 by David 

Dale, who built cotton mills and housing for the 

mill workers. Dale built the mills there to take ad-

vantage of the water power provided by the River 

Clyde. Under the ownership of a partnership that 

included Dale's son-in-law, Robert Owen, a       

Bruce Beveridge and  Alex Barnet, 

Area 10 Rep of RCCC 



philanthropist and social re-

former, New Lanark became 

a successful model business 

and an epitome of utopian 

socialism. 

 

Some 2,500 people lived at 

New Lanark, many from the 

poorhouses of Glasgow and 

Edinburgh. Although not the 

grimmest of mills by far, 

Owen found the conditions 

unsatisfactory and resolved 

to improve the workers' lot. 

He paid particular attention 

to the needs of the 500 or so 

children living and working 

at the mills, and opened the 

first infants' school in Britain 

in 1816. 

He also designed and 

equipped workers‘ housing 

and public buildings de-

signed to improve their   

spiritual as well as their physical needs.  

Lunch was at the New Lanark Mill Pantry and then off to the Ham-

ilton Ice Rink for the afternoon draw. Jim Farquharson had caught 

up with the tour after his return from Can-

ada to attend to his father‘s funeral in PEI. 

All were glad to have Jim back 

with the tour.   

 

 

 

 

 

Ron Avery presenting a tour tie to 

Alex Lamb - Secretary Biggar & 

Upper clydesdale Province (top), 

Richard Gray (middle) and Russell 

Clearie – Provost Lanarkshire 

County 

Group photo Lanark-

shire County Reception 

(above) Graham Harris 

accepting gift from 

Provost RussellClearie 

(right) 

#1: Jim Farquharson came back and we 

were a little off track and lost our game 

7-3. 

#3: The superb play of the front-end, 

despite difficult ice conditions, resulted 

in a resounding victory. Finally getting 

to know the weight each one of us likes 

to throw!!! 

#4:Better performance today by all. 

David discovered the ―out-turn‖ and in-

turn. Things are looking up. 

#5: Hard to win when you give up a 

touchdown!! (6 ender) 

 

 

 

 



In the afternoon games against Biggar & Lanarkshire Provinces were played at Lanarkshire Ice Rink, 

Hamilton. The South Tour managed to break even for the draw.  

Reception  hosted by Provost Russell Clearie was held at Lanarkshire County town hall at 7 pm followed 

by Dinner.   Dinner was Ham and vegetables and was very good.    Long drive back to hotel due to a de-

tour 1½ hrs later; arrived back at the Park Hotel – Kilmarnock. 

Let us relate a couple of the ―rules‖ that apply to this competition. 

 On the scoreboard, Canadians are always on the top row 

 Canadians always have the first-end hammer 

 All games are 8 ends and must be played out. 

 Scoring is by cumulative points, meaning that at the end of a draw the total points scored by     all 

the Canadian teams are added up; ditto for the Scottish teams, and the difference in totals is the re-

sult for that draw. This result is carried forward to the next draw and the next and the next, until the 

competition is finished. Totals from the South tour and from the North tour are combined. 

 

Saturday, January 17th  North Tour  - Aberdeen 

Today was billed as a Free Day, as you read you‘ll find it was anything but. 

At morning class, the Sheriff fined Hugh McCarrel for having his hands on the ice despite the 

warning placed on tables about the Club, and Rod MacLean for screwing up the night before on 

matters relating to the Rankins. 

A newspaper article surfaced today, at least a picture featuring Jim Campbell delivering his stone 

with team mates Dave Parkes and Jim Mastine ably sweeping before him. 

Our destination today as we leave Inverness is Aberdeen on the east coast considered ―The Gran-

ite City‖ because of its wonderful city-centre architecture that makes full use of the grey/black 

stone. Today the Oil Capital of Europe, it sits at the mouths of the Rivers Dee and Don beckoning 

out toward the great North Sea. 

Before setting out for a brief stop at Loch Ness we had a chance to visit an authentic outdoor rink 

(a curling pond, more rightly) just down the way from the hotel and nestled among the trees. We 

followed a winding path that led to 4 sheets of genuine 

water that lay captured in a concrete form, that just two 

weeks ago had been frozen allowing the grand old game to 

be played as it once had been - in the open air. How many 

times a year may this have been possible we asked; and 

learned, if you were lucky maybe once, or on a good year 

twice, or maybe not at all.  This past year they had several 

days of curling between Christmas and New Years. 

There was a small clubhouse, a club area abutting the rink 

housing artifacts from years past - old stones, baskets for 

Maurice (Moe) Williams trying out the 

―Crampit‖. 



carrying stones, old pictures, prints, old crampits, and other such 

equipment long since displaced. 

Opened in 1898, this club (The Highland Curling Club) is said to 

have the largest membership of any club in the North of Scotland, 

or at the very least in Area 8. 

Loch Ness stretches for about 12-14 miles along the motorway al-

lowing for some excellent photo shots. We made a stop overlooking Urquhart Castle and 

stretched our legs and made some postcard purchases.  We looked for ―Nessie‖ but she wasn‘t 

putting in an appearance today. 

Courier George tells us Fort George is well worth visiting if we should pass this way again.  It 

lies out on the promontory on the shore opposite Inverness and is an impressive defense fortress 

with a garrison housed there during times of conflict…. Time to backtrack some and rejoin A9 

to Aberdeen. 

We now find ourselves at Baxter‘s & Sons Ltd. (est. 1868) preparing to take lunch.  They pro-

duce canned foods, particularly soups, that are sent all over the world.  They started out as a 

very small business, the idea of a husband and wife team almost 150 years ago. 

We next cross the River Spey for the last time, where in the 

late 19th Century there was a flourishing shipbuilding industry 

utilizing the river‘s strong current to get logs successfully 

downstream.  The land is dotted with sheep everywhere you 

look.  There are a few cattle farms and two ―wind farms‖.  

There is also abundant clear water for the distilleries. 

We pass through Keith Town where a Chivas Regal plant is 

located, and on to Inverurie - home to oil, today, but once was 

famous as a cattle sales center, holding huge cattle auctions 

weekly. 

The River Don flows before us.  It is famous for its salmon fishing, and we see some. It flows to 

its mouth near Aberdeen. 

Aberdeen Airport is now in view, home to the largest heliport in the world.  Flights of 150-200 

miles return fly out of here to supply the oil rigs as well as take fresh crews out to the platforms 

and return back with the workers who are being relieved.     Finally the coach comes to a rest 

before the Atholl Hotel, Aberdeen and we file out to check in, and prepare for dinner in a couple 

of hour‘s time at the Curl Aberdeen complex. 

Curl Aberdeen is a purpose-built, state-of-the-art rink where Tom Brewster, famous Scottish 

competitive curler (and frequent competitor on the World Curling Tour) manages the rink and 

guarantees you good ice and warm hospitality, and good competition from local curlers.  The 

guarantee holds up, we might add; as will be evidenced tonight, tomorrow, and the day after to-

morrow.  We are greeted by Kay Gibb, the representative for area 9, and then piped in to the re-

ception in our #1 dress to find the Strathcona Cup is on display. 

Typical Scottish fields of sheep enroute 

to Aberdeen 



The reception and banquet was under the chairmanship of Jake 

Lorimar.  The evening was probably the most successful single 

social event of the tour.  Wine was generously served us on ar-

rival, and a grand gathering of locals ensured each of us were 

taken under their wing.  The table settings were so inviting, as 

was the spit-roasted pig awaiting us at the far end of the dining 

area. 

While enjoying our meal which was topped off with authentic 

‗cranechan‘ (oatmeal, with just enough whiskey to give it moisture, raspberry juice & fresh 

cream,.. layered) we were introduced to the unique language we were surely to encounter in this 

part of the country.  It‘s the local ‗Doric‘ dialect peculiar to the North East of Scotland. 

Here‘s a sample. ―Fit-like?‖ (How are you doing?) ―Nee bad‖ (Not bad.) 

―Slater‖ (See you later) ―Loon‖ (a boy) ―Cheil‖ (a working 

man) 

―Quine‖ (a girl, but not a particularly complimentary expression 

for one) 

―a gillie‖ (is one employed to catch poachers, who most times 

was himself an ex-poacher) and ―a teucher‖ (someone who 

comes to the country to work on the land)….that‘s enough for 

one night for the Ceilidh (pronounced kay-lee) Band is heard 

tuning up for a night‘s entertainment that won‘t be soon forgot-

ten. 

You see it seems the Scots have seen we‘ve stood the test of their good Scotch and lots of it 

while still maintaining a high level of performance on the ice the next day.  Now it seems 

they‘re determined their women should be set loose to exhaust, or even cripple us, as we try 

various renditions of Scottish dance. Led by the music of Dean and the calling of Ellie, there 

was little chance a Canadian lad could escape the onslaught of the Scottish lasses.  Sitting out to 

nurse recent hip replacement didn‘t wash.  We 

danced to various reels including the ―Canadian 

Barn Dance‖ although none of the Canadians 

had heard of it.  I wonder how the   double-

header of curling will go tomorrow? 

Saturday, January 17th  South Tour - 

Kilmarnock 

It was a shorter coach ride to the Galleon Lei-

sure Center to curl some of the tougher Scots 

teams the tour was to encounter so far.  

 

 

Ken Grattan presenting Strathcona    

banner to Kay Gibb 

Jim Campbell getting a dance lesson 

Group Photo at the Galleon Leisure Center 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canadian Tourists anxiously  

awaiting game 12 at the Galleon  

Centre, Killarnock 

#5: Finally a touchdown of our own, 

thanks to the great play of the team!! 

#1: A score of 6-4 was good enough to 

beat Robert Clark a world class curler! 

#3: A difficult start against the strongest 

team that we have played against resulted 

in us coming up just a bit short in the end. 

#2: The Scots get younger and tougher 

with every game. Glayva inspired them in 

this game and we let our ½ time lead slip 

away. 

 

 

Ron Hutton presenting at the East Ayrshire 

civic reception & lunch - Provost Stephanie 

Young (right) & Sally Gray (left) President 

of Galleon Curling Club  

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For we tourists this is a big day, 

not just because of the curling but 

it‘s also the day we attend The 

Curler‘s Court and, hopefully, 

become ―made curlers‖, ―brothers 

of the broom‖ and we‘ll no 

longer be  ―naebodies‖.  

The first game of the day was at 

10 am with the locals  serving us 

Whisky to start – Glayva at the 

break – Whisky to finish!!!!  De-

spite the libations the South tour 

team fought for a hard earned plus 3 win.   Lunch was hosted by Sally Gray - President Galleon 

Curling Club with our afternoon opponents.  Overall though, the Canadian Tourists were up 3 

shots for the draw. 

       Summons  issued at the                                       RCCC Certificate 

      Merchants House Dinner  Received at Curlers Court 

Tom Howatt (top left) collects summons amid the crowd while 

court officials Billy Andrews & Douglas Reid (above) prepared to 

plead the Canadians case to his worship My Lord Neil Sands (left) 



Lunch was followed at 1pm with a Civic Reception hosted by East Ayrshire. 

6.00 p.m. Curlers Court at Galleon Centre, Kilmarnock 

After a wonderful ―mince and mash‖ we all were presented with a limited edition print before the 

Canadian Tourists reported to ‗CURLER‘S COURT‖. The event was steeped in history and is to 

be kept secret for those that ―PASS‖ the test – for those that don‘t pass the first time – ―It‘s a trip 

to the DOCTOR‖.  The court officials  had conducted considerable research on the Canadians 

both in Scotland and in Canada. Many interesting, funny and embarrassing stories were an-

nounced to all that attended to start the entertainment.  The court is a lot of fun and 700 pounds 

were raised for their hospital charity. The experience was unbelievable. The curlers of South 

West Scotland really enjoy themselves and everyone had a full measure of fun throughout the 

evening. Memorable event – that lasted until midnight – All made it through the court and are 

now ―made‖ curlers.  A late night with a return to the Park Hotel, Kilmarnock at 12:30 am. 

 

Sunday, January 18th  North Tour - Aberdeen 

It was suggested this morning that the Grattan rink is really gelling for they have bailed us out on 

more than one or two occasions of late.  However, their success has also resulted in their players 

expressing themselves more freely on how they feel about one another's performance.  This was 

most evident yesterday when at precisely 16:04 Bob Dods was congratulated by team mates for 

having finally (10 days into the tour) made a rather nice take-out of an opponent's stone.  Stand 

by on this one. 

 

Courier George Rogerson who's quite adept at the microphone and steeped in knowledge of the 

area had the bus driver wind us through the streets of Aberdeen.  He informed us about almost all 

the houses of Aberdeen being built using a ready source of granite found from a single vault of 

the stone measuring 100 yards wide and several hundred yards deep found only a 1/4 mile from 

the city.  He described it as all coming from "a volcanic plug". 

We‘re sitting stalled in traffic at the moment which gives George an opportunity to explain this is 

a common occurrence in Aberdeen these days as the city awaits a political promise to have a 450 

million pound road project completed which will allow a lot of these vehicles to travel the pe-

rimeter instead. 

 

A sports note, there is a big ―football game‖ today as Glasgow Celtic are in town 

to play Aberdeen FC. It may or may not be reflected in our gate receipts this af-

ternoon. 

 

About Aberdeen itself -  it once was a ship building centre of quite some renown, 

then a thriving fishing port through the last century (with several hundred trawl-

ers traveling up to Iceland and the Bering Strait) until the oil industry took hold 

here in the 1970's.  It has a current population slightly over 200,000.  

Before heading back to the Curl Aberdeen site we wound along the shoreline to 

visit the quaint little houses (old fishermen‘s homes) of Fittie where clothes lines 

laden with colourful wash contrasted so brilliantly with the stark grey granite.  We saw many 

ships expressly designed to service the oil rigs, some with diving vessels with special chambers 



that would enable them to remain below the surface for up to 28 days.  We also saw a surfer in 

the 3 degree weather. 

 

Piper Jack Lockhart, father of past World Champion Jackie, wants Ian MacDonald, Courier for 

the Scots Canada East Tour of 2003, to know that he has followed up Ian's Christmas card re-

quest today of bidding hello and giving encouragement to three Maritime 

Canadian curlers; namely, Ken Grattan, Bob MacGregor and Bill Wesley 

as they passed through his city; and Jack now has a picture to prove it. 

 

Finally, scores from today's two draws in Aberdeen. 

12:45 Draw.....Canada 31 Scotland 25                 4:45 Draw......Canada 31 

Scotland 20 

Therefore the Canadians, at least in the North, have cushioned their lead 

by another 17 points today, (+78) with only a 10 a.m. draw tomorrow re-

maining before traveling down to the Dundee area.   

Ken Grattan was greeted by former neighbours from his home town of 

Miramichi, N.B., Noel & Joanne Brissard, who came out to watch his 

game on Sunday.  Noel has been involved with the Oil Rigs in North Sea for some time now.  

Today was George Rogerson‘s last day as the North courier.  Bill Duncan is now taking over for 

the remainder of the tour.  George was presented with five different brands of scotch – one from 

each team.   

And, for the first time since the first evening arriving in Scotland, team members did not have to 

be in full dress this evening as they were left to make their own plans for dinner and prepare for 

a more relaxed evening of their own choosing.  Judging from the choices of some, ―relaxed‖ 

was a poor word choice for the historian to have used to de-

scribe it.  

 

Sunday, January 18th  South Tour - Kilmarnock 

No curling today; some of the tourists were able to sleep in to 

9:30.  At breakfast everyone is talking about ―Curler‘s Court‖.  

At 1 p.m. we leave the hotel to tour the Kay‘s curling stone 

factory.   The factory is small and very old with granite all 

over the yard.  The family has been making curling stones for 

close to 100 years.    A few years ago the WCF provided fi-

nancing of 250,000 lbs. to mine enough granite off the island 

of Ailsa Craig to meet the expected demand for curling stones for the next 15-20 years. 

They produce 2-3 thousand rocks per year.  There are 8 working in the business with 6 younger 

employees in the factory and two brothers -in -law running the business..  They gave us a DVD 

on the mining and manufacturing involved and literature on the total business. It was a very 

worthwhile visit. 

The tour was conducted in two parts with the owner doing a tour of the factory and the presenta-

tion of a video on the mining of granite on Ailsa Craig in the recent past. The properties and his-

Grattan Rink Brian Morin, Bob Dods, 

Barry Worth and Ken Grattan 



tory of using Ailsa Craig granite was explained in 

detail and the various stages in manufacturing curl-

ing stones was described during the tour of the 

manufacturing plant. Quite an interesting afternoon 

with an excellent opportunity to find out how stones 

are manufactured and the great effort that goes into a 

match set of 16 stones for use on a given sheet of 

ice. 

After a fascinating visit 

to Kay‘s Curling Stone 

Factory, the Canadian 

Tourists were disbursed 

with their Scots home 

hosts for some 

brief sightseeing 

and a dinner at 

their nearby resi-

dences. During 

the tour, David Smith was extremely good with his stories 

and the humorous cards on curling he passed out. The fol-

lowing is some commentary from some of the groups. 

Jerry Rasmuson, Jim Farquharson, David Giles & Ron 

Avery were treated to a tour of the Royal Troon Golf Club-

house by Ernest Mutter. Ernest was a committee member when the club house was renovated 

and had extensive knowledge of the changes and was able to provide an excellent guided tour. 

Our visit included a pint in the lounge looking out on the 18th green. Following the tour Jerry 

and Ron had a delightful visit and dinner with Ernest and his wife Jennifer and fellow Scottish 

curler, Bert. 

Another group – Bill Streeter & company left to have dinner with Geoff and Jan Bonar.  On the 

way they also toured Royal Troon Golf Course, past the island of Ailsa Craig followed by a 

quick visit to Kilanin Castle. At dinner the group was joined by Euan and Corrie Lawrence. 

Both Geoff and Euan played on the 1994 team that set the Guinness book of Records, for the 

longest curling game ever played (32 hours). 

Ron Hutton, Austin Palmer, Robert McKie and Gord Stockdale were home hosted for the eve-

ning at John Young‘s farm which has been in the family for generations since 1875. This was a 

beautiful place where each generation has added on to the main house as well as added more 

housing.  An excellent lamb dinner of five courses in all were served with lots of wine and 

drinks afterwards.  



Barry Greenberg, Paul Duffett and Gus Claveau were hosted on January 18th 2009 by Mr. Jim 

Murdoch's family and Gus comments ―and let me tell you they were very hospitable. My partner 

and I were treated to a beautiful and delicious meal and after a few stories and drinks were taken 

back to our Hotel for a most needed rest…‖ (ps. Jim is not related to Matt and David Murdoch) 

After the Kays tour Graham Harris was picked up by Matt Brown and given a tour of his town, 

stopped at the home where Robbie Burns spent his early years ( now a national museum ). After 

the tour around he arrived at the Brown's home and were met by Matt's lovely wife Fiona who 

had prepared a lovely lamb dinner. Graham comments ―I enjoyed an evening of great conversa-

tion and the best lamb dinner on my entire trip to Scotland‖!  

Monday, January 19th North Tour -  Aberdeen 

It was a fairly uneventful visit to ―morning class‖ this morning except to learn that we would be 

changing bus drivers today, as Sandy was taking over for Steve for a few days as Steve was cer-

tainly due a little reprieve.  We learned that we would be bunking down at the Swallow Hotel 

for four days beginning this evening and may want to plan laundry arrangements while there. 

The team had earlier agreed to raffle off any team gifts that may have been received and we did 

so this morning with the team captains Bruce Beveridge and Jim Campbell somehow being the 

rightful new owners to two bottles of Scotch.  Nobody protested, although there may have been 

grounds for one. 

We checked out of our hotel on this rainy, windswept morning before heading back to the rink 

for our final game in Aberdeen.  Some boys at the back of the bus were recounting their esca-

pades of the night before that thrust them into the local culture – the Local Ballet, the Priory, 

and finally the Soul Bar & Grill only to find the latter was closing at 23:45.  Was this a sign?  In 

their own words, "We hope to compare cultures in Dundee and Edinburgh." 

The Bruce Beveridge rink had the pleasure of curling against and dining with one of Scotland's 

more distinguished skips, Tom Brewster, who was planning his way to Winnipeg to curl in a 

WCT Event there on Thursday.  When asked about whether his team had a sponsor, he ex-

plained that in being ranked among the top three or four rinks in Europe, Sport Scotland contrib-

uted a fair bit of money to the team to compete abroad. 

While from the Roddie MacLean rink we learned that the skip of the opposing team, Norman 

Scott, hadn't altogether made all his shots.  His 89 year-old mother who had toured Western 

Canada as the skip of a team in 1969 was heard to say following his defeat, "Oh, that's okay – he 

couldn't even read the ice today."  Mrs. Smart was good enough to have her photo taken with the 

Canadian winning rink. 

For the game today in Aberdeen, our cheering section grew to four as Joanne Brissard came out 

to see Ken again, and Hugh‘s cousins, Ian and Jeanette Grant 

brought their grandson Tommy, to watch and cheer for the Ca-

nadians.  It must have helped as both the Grattan and McCarrel 

(Andrews) rinks won.  George Rogerson played second against 

the McCarrel team and showed true Scottish hospitality. 

The rink of Jim Campbell, Jim Mastine, Dave Parkes, and 

Hugh McCarrel, following their game, were treated to a tour 

of the pin exhibition which was on display around the Club‘s 

Roddie Mclean, Marjorie [Mrs. Smart’s 

daughter] , Mrs. Smart, Son Norman 

Smart, and RCCC rep. Kay Gibb  



rooms. The pins were part of 98 year-old Allan Johnston's extensive     collection of pins, in-

cluding many World‘s, Brier‘s, Scott‘s TOH, the first World Junior in 1975, and the 1998 

World Championship in Kamloops.  Allan, regarded in these parts as Mr. Curling and a former 

Past President of the RCCC, is an invaluable member of this curling community.  

Before departing Aberdeen, the entire Canadian North team, along with organizers, assembled 

in front of the Curl Aberdeen facility for a group picture. With flags waving as we left, and see-

ing definable snowflakes in the air, the bus turned onto Route A92 bound for Dundee. 

En route we passed through several fishing 

villages/towns that looked out toward the 

North Sea until we arrived at Arbroath, a 

town regarded as being the birthplace of 

Scotland having signed the Treaty of Scot-

land with the English here a few hundred 

years ago. 

Courier George Rogerson advances our 

Doric vocabulary a bit further with the in-

troduction of two new words ―a rowie‘ and 

―smokeys‖.  The first is an Aberdeen roll; 

the second is a breakfast fish, sometimes 

served at lunch.  It is prepared over an old 

barrel cut in half, fuelled by a charcoal 

based fire beneath, over which the fish is 

suspended for a couple of hours.  Then, 

Presto! You find it on your breakfast plate the following morning. 

A little side trip to the Carnoustie Golf Club served to awaken from their sleep those who had 

begun to nod off.  We were actually able to enter the Clubhouse, and make sundry purchases at 

the Pro Shop.  A lot of photographs were taken of this marquis course considered second only to 

St. Andrew‘s. 

As we rolled into Dundee late into the day, there was a light snow sticking to the grass.  Dundee 

is noted for having two professional football teams in the Scottish Premier League; the first be-

ing Dundee,  a very successful club through the 1970‘s but just barely hanging on to 1st Division 

status these days; and then Dundee United who presently are 

ranked #3 just behind perennial favourites, Celtic  and Rangers. 

We passed their stadiums, a mere 100 yards apart.  We were 

informed of an infamous Scottish poet from the area, probably 

second best known to Burns (forgive us Walter Scott), whose 

name was William McGonagall.  His claim to fame was pre-

senting his verse in a silly (backward) manner; and thus, today 

his name lives on attached to a special occasion - a McGonagall 

dinner - where you have your coffee first and end with your ap-

petizers. 

And finally a little quiz question to end. Who can identify the Canadian skip making these 

words echo through visiting rinks – "Right up. Right up. Right up!" Is it Roddie MacLean, 

Bruce Beveridge, Ken Grattan or Hugh McCarrel? 



January 19th South Tour - Howwood  Renfrewshire  

The tour departed the hotel at 8:15 for the Greenacres Ice Rink near Pais-

ley. We encountered some snow along the way and our driver got lost re-

sulting in a 1 hr. 20 minute drive instead of 40 minutes. The World Sen-

iors was played at Greenacres Ice Rink in 2004 – Canadian teams won 

both men‘s and women‘s.  Bas Buckle and Anne Dunn represented Can-

ada. The rink was built by a local farmer out in the country.   

The Ron Avery team with Gus Claveau, Bill Streeter and Don Robinson 

team were hot this morning scoring thirteen points while not allowing the 

John Stevenson rink with Jan Morrison David Clark and John Fyfe opposition to score. 

We had a civic reception luncheon at the Watermill Hotel Restaurant in Paisley hosted by Pro-

vost Celia Lawson of Renfrewshire. 

After lunch we toured the Paisley Abbey that 

was built in 1163 and was the most important 

church during the years of Scottish Royalty. 

Paisley Abbey is the burial place of all six high 

Stewart of Scotland, Marjorie Bruce who was 

the mother of Robert II and the wives of Robert 

II and King Robert III.  The Celtic Barochan 

Cross, once sited near the village of Houston, 

Renfrewshire, is now to be found inside the ab-

bey. The Cross is thought to date from the 10th 

century.   In the early 1990s, an ancient vaulted 

drain of extremely fine construction, probably 

13th century in date, was rediscovered running 

from the abbey to the White Cart. This was ex-

cavated and many items discovered. Some of these are now on display in the abbey. These in-

clude a slate with music marked on it - which is believed to the oldest example of polyphonic 

music found in Scotland. 

The second draw of the day had a start 

time of 3:15 pm.  Some of the Canadian 

teams struggled with the ice at Green-

acres - up to a 10 ft. draw and a 2 ft. 

negative fall. The Ron Avery team were 

off to a hot start scoring 7 in the first 

three ends then giving up 10 in the next 

3 ends only to come back and tie the 

William McGonagall 
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game in 8 ends.  At the end of the draw we hear that Canada is now up by 

200+ shots with the North and South scores combined. 

The McGonagall Dinner hosted by David Robertson, President Ren-

frewshire Provinc was - as one of the Canadian Tourists described it – ―A 

wild and crazy fun night‖.  It was a tribute to William Topaz McGonagall 

who is considered Scotland‘s ―WORST‖ poet. The dinner was served in 

reverse; dessert first and soup last. A number of his poems were read – Bill 

Streeter read one for the Canadian Tourists. All of the Canadians were 

given tartan hats with red fringe hair on them and the Scots all wore flat 

hats and during the evening the hats had to be removed and toast made every 

time the word McGonagall was spoken.  The evening was filled with laugh-

ter. The tour left at 8:30pm returning to the hotel at 9:15.                              

Ron Hutton struggles with challenging ice at Greenacres 

A Grace 

Dear Lord, 

We thank you for your gifts divine 

For turning water into wine 

Please forgive we foolish men 

                                         We teen to turn it back again. 

 

Tuesday, January 20th   North Tour - Dundee 

Dundee is the fourth largest city in Scotland and sits on the north bank of the Firth of Tay. Ac-

cording to latest estimates its population is roughly 140, 000. In the early years of the previous 

century the city developed a reputation as a leading wool manufacturer and later a manufacturer 

of imported jute; but these days it is promoted as the ―City of Discovery‖ in honour of Dundee‘s 

history of scientific activities and of the RRS Discovery, Captain Robert Scott‘s Antarctic ex-

ploration vessel. 

Late news from last evening; although not curling with each other on 

this tour, B.C. club mates, Moe Williams and Bruce Beveridge, are 

reigning kings of Bridge having yet to lose to any of their opponents. 

We awakened this morning to an overnight skiff of snow, so little it 

would be measured in millimetres, not centimetres. 

The Dundee Ice Arena, where we are to curl, is used for skating and ice 

hockey primarily, while curlers are only able to access the ice on Mon-

day afternoon through Tuesday evening.  It is home to three hockey 

teams, and Miron Macyshyn wasn't long in spotting a Concordia Uni-

versity Stingers banner hanging in the bar.  While we curled, there was 

skating taking place beyond a temporary barrier at the far end. 

Dick McBeth 

RRS Discovery 

Dave Parkes at the helm  



We were piped on to 

the six sheets of ice, 

where Hugh McCar-

rel presented a VIP 

pin and tie to the 

Deputy Provost, who 

then threw the cere-

monial first rock.  A 

group picture was taken which appeared in the eve-

ning newspaper. 

Miron had reported to me later that he had sought 

out the rink manager to learn more about how that 

Concordia Stinger uniform had found its way here and learned the Stingers had toured both 

Scotland and Ireland only a few years ago and had played here in Dundee.  Miron presented the 

manager with our tour pin and one of his club‘s 200th anniversary pins and was surprised 15 

minutes later to have received in return not only a Dundee Stars team cap, but also one of their 

team sweaters.  What a gesture! 

At lunch, we also noted that there were jerseys representing the Montreal Canadiens and the To-

ronto Maple Leafs.  Murray Ross, President of the Dundee Curler‘s Association presented us 

with gifts and a pennant. 

We were hot today, winning all eight of our games against Dundee Province and in so doing 

adding a huge 65 points to our difference, now comfortably standing at +155.  If there was a 

downside to the day‘s play, it was having our P.E.I. skip, unmindful of international friendly 

game etiquette, "grannying" (shut out) an opposition team 14-0.  The Sheriff will have to deal 

with this issue tomorrow. 

We understand the "Right Up" man has been sweeping in front of the T-line again, and this 

time, believe it or not, he was caught on film.  There could be serious consequences forthcom-

ing.  And Hugh McCarrel, ―What kind of curling pants are those?  You left your curling pants 

behind in Aberdeen‖.  The Sherriff will be busy tomorrow.  

The City of Dundee and its provost, Mr. Leftford, hosted the Canadian touring team to a Civic 

Reception held at the City Chambers.  And here's another for the "Did you know?" column.  Did 

you know, should Provost Leftford fulfill his complete term of office, he'll have become the 

longest serving provost ever in Scottish history. 

And yet another item for the ―Did you know?‖ column.  Did you know it was right here in Dun-

dee in 1877 that the first attempt at using artificial ice in an Indoor Ice 

Facility occurred successfully in a match played by a local club against 

Manchester , England for a prized Silver Shield. 

And yet a third ―Did you know?‖ entry for today.  Did you know there is 

good evidence in this city that in 1828 the original rules and principles of 

curling were first published and circulated. Interestingly among them is 

this criteria, ―Before playing their game, each party was to name a person 

who was to be the director, and…every player was to follow the direc-

tions given him.‖ Oh, we front end players remain such a lowly lot. 

Our crew below deck on the Discovery  



After the usual speeches, toasts, etc., which clearly reflected 

the pride that the people of Dundee have in their ice rink, we 

were treated to a hot buffet and presented with gifts from the 

city to take home.  The accumulation of gifts in great abun-

dance is presenting a problem weight wise for our luggage, 

resulting in some tourists having to eat and worse still drink 

some of our treasured cache. 

Jeff Mowat, our team representative this evening, did a fine 

job in expressing our gratitude and complimenting the entire community on their hospitality. 

This evening, many of the tourists had snacks and libations in the ―morning class‖ room. 

 

Tuesday, January 20th   South Tour - Ayr 
10.00 a.m. Game S15 at Ayr Ice Rink  

Checked out of Park Hotel in Kilmarnock at 9 am and off to Ayr for curling at 10. Ayr is a 

coastal town which lies on the mouth of the River Ayr. The river then flows out onto the larger 

Firth of Clyde. From the coast Arran can be seen and on a very clear day, the north tip of North-

ern Ireland. It is within the region of Strathclyde. Much of the land in and around this area is 

very flat and low lying. Much of the land however towards the south of Ayr is higher than most 

areas in the county of Ayrshire. Ayr lies approximately 35 miles 

southwest of Glasgow.  Ayr is home to Rona Martin skip of the 

Gold winning Olympic team.  

The civic luncheon reception was at the club with the Provost 

Winnifred Sloan and Councilors. Bill Streeter made presentation 

to the Provost after lunch. It has rained almost every day since the 

tour started. The Provost, in her remarks, apologized for the rain 

and Bill reminded her that in Canada in January the good thing 

about rain is ―that you don‘t have to shovel it‖.   

The Curling facility like many in Scotland was a shared Ice hockey /Curling facility.  The Canadians 

found the ice was quite good despite its multiuse.  

The South Tour has had to deal with flu symptoms for the past week or 

so. For some of the players it has been worse than other. Bill 

Rothwell and Bill Streeter were hit hard with the flu. Fortu-

nately, Bill Streeter got an appointment with a local doctor 

arranged by one of our Scots who confirmed no pneumonia. 

After picking up a prescription for antibiotics Bill was back at 

the ice rink. Unfortunately the South Tour had its first signifi-

cant loss in the afternoon losing to the Scots by 15 points – 

―There are very good curlers in Ayr‖.  

Tea and biscuits  were served before boarding the coach for a 

1½ hr. drive to Stranraer in South West Scotland. Stranraer is 

HammieHammy McMillianMcMillan (center) 

with his parents Hammie Sr & Janet McMil-Hammy McMillan (center) with Janet 

McMillan  and Hammy McMillan  Sr. 

Ayr War Memorial in  

Burns Statue Square  
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the location of the main ferry terminal to Ireland. The West Castle Hotel is one of the hotels 

owned by the McMillan family who are a great curling family in Scotland (Hammy McMillan – 

Scottish National and World Champion). The hotel is operated by Hammy and is one of a group 

of hotels throughout southern Scotland. The curling ice rink was attached to the hotel which 

made it extremely convenient for the two draws that were held in Stranraer.
 

 

Wednesday, January 21st North Tour - Dundee 

At morning class, Roddie, Ken, and Hugh were fined for previously noted transgressions.  There 

is no curling today but we have two very interesting tours planned and a much anticipated Rob-

bie Burns Supper. 

At 10:00 we visited the Discovery Museum situated right in downtown Dundee. The research 

ship, Discovery, was specifically designed for the Antarctic. It was made of reinforced wood to 

better cope with the ice. Its main mast (1 of 3) towered 140 feet from keel to top.  While largely 

a sailing vessel, it also had a coal-fired steam engine.  The ship had no standard means of letting 

light or air in, as in port holes, but rather uniquely crafted mushroom lighting devices on deck 

that our guide referred to as ―ankle bashers‖ for obvious reasons.  Construction took place in 

Dundee from 1900-1901.  Its final price tag in its day 

was a hefty 91,000 pounds.  

The Discovery set sail in 1902 commanded by Capt. 

Robert Scott and travelled south into the Antarctic ice 

only to become ice bound and immobile for two win-

ters, before it was finally freed with what had become a 

frighteningly low food supply and fuel (coal) that might 

have lasted them another couple of weeks at best.  

On departure there were 400 tons of coal stored in the 

lower deck, and another 40 more on the main deck, but 

only 35-40 tons left when they were finally rescued.  

Their food supply was primarily in the lower front deck 

just below the galley for easy access.  There was need 

for a great deal more protein in the Antarctic.  Lack of 

fruit and vegetables meant lots of lime juice (thus the 

expression ―limey‘) on board to ensure a sufficient supply of vitamin C.  There were 19 dogs 

that were eventually all lost and 2 precious cats that kept the rat population in check. Tempera-

tures on board dropped as low as -15 Celsius.  The crew‘s 

major combatants were frost-bite and scurvy.  There were 

six scientists among the 47 on board.  The Discovery was 

later sold to the Hudson‘s Bay Company. 

Following lunch it was off to Verdant Jute Works which had 

been a thriving jute factory a century ago, (employing close 

to 50,000 people in its heyday), but in 1999, was turned into 

a museum.  It originally started as a linen mill, but later con-

verted to jute.  Because it takes you through the whole proc-

ess of raw material to finished product it served as a valu-

Neil Dufour, Ken Grattan,                         

Bob Siemen & Roddie MacLean 



able training tool for employees I'm told. It was interesting to learn that apart from its being a 

valuable commodity in the carpet business, jute was huge in the manufacturing of linoleum 

flooring, canvas and burlap.  The social history of its boom years (late 19th century – early 20th) 

was also related to us when Dundee was at the center of the textile industry, at least in these 

parts, an industry that relied heavily on women and child labour.  Life expectancy was short due 

to the difficult working conditions.  The source for jute used in this mill was from Bangladesh. 

The jute plant looks very much like bamboo.  We‘re told it took the better part of 40 years to 

learn how to perfect the refinement (thinning) process for practical use.  But once achieved it 

allowed the industry here to dominate world markets for the next 40 years.  Good investment I‘d 

say. 

One of our hosts, Bill Steven, tells us he‘ll be golfing at Cairds Park GC, Dundee tomorrow.  He 

says it‘s a modest course where you can golf all year long.  And get this, there are many conces-

sions to those 65+.  Oh, and by the way, ―Did you Know?‖ …throughout the city of Dundee 

generally there is free transit for those aged 60+ and every day for the rest of their lives. 

And what about the Burn's Supper? Priceless.  Scots in attendance remarked how lucky we were 

to have been at this particular one for it was acclaimed as the best they themselves had ever at-

tended.  It began with the haggis carried by the chef being piped into the dining area of the For-

far Golf Club.  A "skean dhu" (small dagger) was drawn from its sheath, along with a still larger 

knife, to slice the sheep's stomach which held the principal ingredient to our meal.  Once fed we 

were offered more than an hour's entertainment by way of stories, jokes, toasts and replies, high-

lighted by the professional MC, David Birse, and two remarkable recitations of the life and 

works of Robbie Burns entitled "Immortal Memory" (Gordon Withers) and "Tam 

O'Shanter" (Bob Kydd).  Withers transformed himself in to the likeness of Robbie Burns while 

giving his recitation. 

The evening concluded with the "The Canadian Curlers Male Voice Choir" doing several num-

bers and the entire room joining in for one final singsong session of Scottish Ballads, and par-

ticularly those of Robbie Burns. 

―Did you know?…that Robbie Burns penned some 350 poems, and an equal 

number of songs and letters; and that his very first poem was at age 12 (penned 

for a lassie no less). 

Following is some Scottish humour (gleaned from the evening) to go to bed by: 

―A speech should be like a woman‘s skirt, just short enough to keep you inter-

ested, and long enough to keep her decent.‖ 

―In Burma when a woman commits adultery she gets stoned…here she gets 

stoned first, then…. Good night. 

 

 Wednesday, January 21st South Tour -  Stranraer  
 

10.00 a.m. Game S17 at Stranraer Ice Rink, North West Castle Hotel                                                                                                  

This four sheet facility is outstanding. An indoor walk of 75 yards from the hotel reception gets 



you to the curling facility. They throw strong teams at us. Hammy does not play but his team-

mates skip teams.  All of our teams fight hard but we lose overall by 13 shots. 

 One of the games today is against a team from the Rhins O‘ Gallowa‘. 

The peninsula known as The Rhins of Galloway has an interesting climate which permits 

growth of plants (e.g. palms) you wouldn‘t expect to see in a place which is actually almost as 

far north as LaRonge, Saskatchewan. Here‘s how one 

source explains it: Due to the seas very much 

'surrounding' the land the area sees a significant effect 

of the North Atlantic drift, which ensures that the land 

is cooled in the summer and warmed in the winter, 

producing a stabilizing effect on the temperatures. 

Severe frosts are therefore minimized and this allows 

the area to play host to numerous tropical palms and 

flora which otherwise could not exist this far north. 

After we had a nice lunch at the hotel, the tour was back 

on the ice at 2:40pm; again lots of young guys playing for Scotland. Overall the Canadian teams 

played better and won by 7 shots in the afternoon.  

The North West Castle Hotel owner/manager is Hammy McMillan, who won the world curling 

championship in 1999. He‘s quite the guy. Besides be-

ing a good host, he takes on any task around the place 

that needs to be done, whether that‘s pebbling the ice, 

serving in the restaurant, tending bar, carrying luggage, 

whatever. 

Dinner at North West Castle Hotel, Stranraer  

Curlers from The Rhins, along with curlers from the 

province of Galloway Brian Park hosted our supper 

this evening. Again, good food, good entertainment 

afterward.  In attendance was Olympic gold medalist, 

Margaret McConnell, from Rhona Martin‘s 2002 Salt 

Lake curling team.  For many tourists a first opportunity to see and hold an Olympic medal.  

At the reception there were wonderful, friendly speeches with lots of laughs. 

This area is off the beaten path and the people in this area are very fun loving. 

We were all presented with a miniature, ceramic rendition of a local cattle 

breed, called "Belted Galloway‖ filled with scotch (of course) as a parting gift 

from Stranraer.  

Additional comments on the day:     Gail Munro, 2008 Scottish Ladies Cham-

pion, was on the ice between the morning and afternoon games. She skipped a 

team that included her mother, Mrs. Hammy McMillian, Sr., and successfully 

defended her title in a local ladies competition.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Atlantic_drift


Hammy McMillan, Jr., 1999 

World Men‘s Curling Champion, 

pebbled the ice prior to the after-

noon game.  

Following the afternoon games, 

four young local boys went onto 

the ice to practice. They were 

thrilled when Austin Palmer, 

Jerry Rasmuson, David Giles and 

Dick McBeath challenged them to an impromptu one end 

game. Happily, the local lads prevailed.  

Thursday, January 22nd  North Tour - Forfar 

Today is primarily a day of curling.  However we do have, following supper at our hotel, some 

local musicians joining us for what is believed to be some kind of a kitchen party, I guess.  

There has developed a competition within a competition as the days advance and scores from 

the South are learned.  From the outset we've lagged behind them somewhat, but we believe at 

least now they're able to spot us in their rear-view mirror.  What this translates into is a differ-

ence of ―points scored‖ favouring them at the moment by 22. 

It‘s on to Forfar a beautiful country town set in the fertile Strathmore Valley.  This is farm land, 

beef country, and is a significant fruit growing region in the summer months, boasting particu-

larly over its raspberry crop.  And ―Did you know?‖ …that Forfar is the home of one of the 

leading bagpipe makers in Scotland (Alex Dalgety). 

Into golf?  You could hunker down in Forfar and be within an hour‘s drive of more than 30 golf 

courses including Carnoustie and St. Andrew‘s. 

The multi-purpose ice rink is managed by Brian Bonnyman, 

and along with assistant ice maker, youthful Keith Gibbs 

(who just happened to be pressed into service this morning 

due to the sudden illness of the regular ice maker) just can‘t 

seem to do enough to make our visit with them enjoyable.  

Keith‘s mom has come armed with a double CD of Scottish 

music to give as a gift to the team.  Forfar has 4 sheets dedi-

cated to curling and 3 sheets next door shared with skating.  

The ice was the fastest we have seen on the tour running 

consistently at 25 seconds (hog to tee).  We were piped on 

the ice by Jim Menzies, who then played Third against the McCarrel team still dressed in his 

kilt. 

Following two successful draws with Forfar today we understand the difference between our-

selves and Scotland in the North has now reached +171 in our favour and combined with the 

scores from the South the overall difference is considerable.  It doesn't seem to have deterred 

them though from spoiling us in every way possible.  

For lunch we were treated to two Forfar specialities: one the ―smokies‖ (smoked haddock) 



which George Rogerson spoke of earlier en route to Aberdeen 

while the other was a ―Forfar bridie‖ baked locally using short 

crust pastry.  The contents of the ―bridie‖ is indicated by the 

number of holes in the top.  One hole signifies no onions while 

two holes indicates that it contains onions, and we found the 

taste to be much like a tortiere.  Both treats were delicious and a 

number of curlers went back for seconds.  In addition, we re-

ceived gifts of dessert cakes and rock candy. 

Folks in Forfar, incidentally, speak with a very strong dialect which isn't very easy to fathom at 

times.  Their fellow Scots rather chuckle over it all for they themselves aren't always certain as 

to what the correct interpretation may be. 

As a side note, Prairie farmers Jeff Mowat and Bob Siemens are receiving instruction on how to 

tie a double Windsor knot, with the former actually having to have written instruction and dia-

grams to assist.  Congratulations Jeff, for your teachers are seeing progress slowly but surely. 

After supper this evening at the Swallow Hotel with drams in hand, Scots and Canadians alike 

settled in for some entertainment.  In turn we heard some old favourites played by an accordion 

player including "Good Night Irene" and "Donald, Where's Your Trousers"; then, a song soloist 

dazzling us with among other tunes "Bridge Over River Fife" and "Oh, I Wish They'd Do It 

Now".  Bob MacGregor recited ―The Cremation of Sam McGee‖ to much applause.  Murray 

Ross arrived straight from the airport still dressed in his suit and presented a Dundee United 

scarf to Hugh McCarrel.  Hugh had previously advised Murray that his next door neighbour in 

Brampton, was from Dundee and was a huge Dundee United fan.  The evening concluded with 

Bill MacDonald telling more stories and jokes and all of us (save few who had fallen asleep, 

would you believe!) joined in some glorious good old singsong. 

 

Thursday, January 22nd  South Tour -  Dumfries 

On the move again, heading to Dumfries Ice Bowl. Got there in time for 

soup and a sandwich with local curlers, against whom we‘re scheduled to 

play in the afternoon. In addition to the ice rink, the building also houses a 

sizeable indoor bowling arena. This isn‘t bowling in the North American 

sense. It‘s indoor lawn bowls.  

This was another multi-use facility with the ice falling or straight with either 

lots of curl or very little curl or fall depending on the turn chosen.  The ice 

was heavy and it took a heavy take out weight to reach 

the house. This was due to mechanical problems that 

shut down  the ice plant.  The games were stopped after 

6 ends due to the soft ice and Canada was down overall 

by 6 shots.  

In the evening there was a Civic Reception at a beauti-

ful DG One Dumphries Leisure Centre. There was a 

full buffet served with many tasty dishes. There were 

presentations to the South Tour by the city council; and 

presentations to our hosts by the South Tour captain 

Brian giving Jeff   in-

struction 



and John Hodgson. 

After the reception, the Canadians were invited to the 

Globe Inn (1610 vintage) which was frequented by 

Robbie Burns‘.  We had an excellent tour of the build-

ing which houses the ―Burns Howff Club‖. There are 

120 members of the club who are committed to the 

keeping of the Burns history alive in Dumfries. There is 

an 8 year wait list to join. The number is restricted by 

the ability of the dining area to sit everyone for the 

Burns dinner on his birthday.  

Burns had 15 children 

―officially‖, 9 legitimate. There 

was a room in the Inn that was 

presented as the bedroom 

where he ―entertained‖ his girl-

friends the room was a "secret" 

hidden room and was only dis-

covered when the window 

washers compared notes and 

were making up their invoice.  

The outside window cleaner  

cleaned more than the 

inside window cleaner 

and they subsequently 

found the secret entrance and the "private" bedroom.   

After dinner, the group made their way back to the 

Cairndale Hotel.  

Friday, January 23rd North Tour - Pitlochry 

At morning class, the Sheriff was particularly busy fining six who had fallen asleep during last 

night's entertainment; namely, Jeff Mowat, Bob Dods, Bob Siemens, Rob Sinclair, Brian Morin, 

and himself.  Also believe this or not, Ken Grattan changed out of his curling shoes and into his 

street shoes and went out onto the ice to play Game N17.  Fineable! 

Robbie Scott, Area 8 Representative of the RCCC met us as we arrived at Pitlochry and took us 

on a tour of the Edradour Distillery (est. 1823), Scotland's smallest.  It is just a 3-man operation 

producing in a year what the bigger distilleries may produce in a week.  We‘re introduced to the 

term ―angel‘s share‘ which is the whiskey lost from the casks in production through the years.  

The name "Edradour" translated means "land between two waters".  It‘s a two-still operation 

(800 and 400 gallon copper pot drums) the smaller one just barely large enough to be legal.  

Their showroom was remarkably well-organized and many purchases were made.  We also 

learned from Robbie Scott how the Grand Caledonian Curling Club (GCCC) was formed and 

how it was later to receive royal patronage as it became the Royal Caledonian Curling Club 

(RCCC).   Scotland‘s population is about 5 million and  had been in decline until last year, as 

immigrants from Eastern Europe have helped to reverse the trend.   

Graham Harris, John Hodgson & Ivor Hyslop - Leader 

of the Dumfries & Galloway Council 

G Harris, P Duffett, B Greenberg, Gus 

Claveau & David Henderson - Area Rep. 

Canadians & Scots at the Globe Inn 



Pitlochry is a tourist town primarily whose streets become 

ever so much busier during the summer months as visitors 

flock to this area of Scotland to enjoy their famous theatre, 

to shop at the equally famous House of Bruar (where we had 

our lunch today), or to just generally enjoy the greenery, 

whether it is while playing a round of golf or taking a stroll 

in the local hills.  It is very peaceful and restful here - a good 

place to retire.  We stopped at a pharmacy in Pitlochry as 

many took the opportunity to refill their supply of cough and 

cold remedies.  

In the afternoon we traveled to Atholl Estates & Blair 

Castle where we were to walk literally in the footsteps 

of Canada's first tour team of 1909.  The press were all 

over us, as the team assembled on the front steps to rep-

licate a picture taken a century ago.  A videographer 

from Scottish TV filmed 5 separate clips of interviews 

with Canadians, one of which (Moe Williams) was 

shown on TV later in the evening. 

Sarah – half-sister of the 10th Duke of Atholl, now de-

ceased, read a signed letter of greeting from the current (11th) Duke who now resides in South 

Africa.  We had previously learned that the Duke has the only remaining private army in 

Europe. 

Jane, the archivist for the castle, explained that 

the 7th Duke was a keen supporter of curling 

and had invited the 1909 team to visit his castle.  

We toured the castle which was adorned with 

many fine paintings of family lineage and an 

extraordinary collection of weapons and armour.  

In the grand hall, there was exhibited a special 

collection of old curling stones from the 1800's, 

and trophies and photographs of earlier competi-

tions.  Before we departed the site, we walked up Hercules hill and observed the old Outdoor 

Curling Pond where the competitions were played.   

After drinks at the Fisher‘s Hotel bar where we stayed, an intimate group of Scots joined Robbie 

and Kathleen Scott our hosts for this evening‘s meal at the hotel dining room.  There is no 

longer a curling rink in Pitlochry and those who relish playing 

the game have to now travel to Kinross, or Kirkcaldy to do so.  

Robbie presented us all with individual copies of the photo-

graph of the 1909 Tour Team in front of Blair Castle, and also 

set out before us the most complete set of Strathcona Cup pins 

(only missing the 1903 pin, assuming there was one) that any 

one person could ever have assembled for our own personal 

viewing after the meal.  Just in case any of us were wondering, 

Robbie had all the scores from over the years and pointed out 

the largest difference by a Canadian team had been +373; while 

Blair Castle Curling hut & pond 



the Scots had the overall greatest difference, an astounding 

+661 some years earlier. 

Following dinner he and Kathleen invited any who cared to 

come to his home for an after dinner dram.  At least half 

the team obliged, and were treated also to a private collec-

tion of curling memorabilia second to none. 

On the walk back to our hotel, some ambitious team members even decided to sample some lo-

cal bars. 

 

 Friday, January 23rd  South Tour - Lockerbie  

9.30 a.m. Leave hotel for Lockerbie 

The tour left the hotel at 9:15am for Lockerbie.  Also the home club of David Murdoch, Scottish 

national champion and runner up to Kevin Martin in last (2008) year‘s World Men‘s Champion-

ship. He was originally supposed to play today with his dad, Matt Murdoch, who is president of 

the Royal Caledonian Curling Club, Scotland‘s equivalent to our Canadian Curling Association.  

We are expecting these games to be our toughest test where they have very good curlers. Matt 

Murdoch, father of David and a past Scottish champion, is on the management team at this very 

competitive club. 

The morning games were against Dumfriesshire Province at South of Scotland Ice Rink, Lock-

erbie.  As expected the games were tough with the Scots winning 3 of the 4 games.  However, 

they only gained a plus one with the final outcome being Scots 24 Canada 23 shots.   

Lunch was at the curling rink 

Gus Claveau who had played against Matt Murdoch and had beaten him in Halifax in 1993 was 

given an opportunity for a re-match.  Ron Avery and Gus switched positions for this game 

which saw Gus in trouble all the way and ultimately  lost 11-2.  Overall Canada was only down 

by 6 shots for the draw in spite of Gus‘s 9 point loss and 7 shots down on the day. 

After the days game, we leave Lockerbie for Dumfries and the Cairndale Hotel.  

It was back to hotel at 6pm to get ready for an official reception at 7:30pm at the Carindale hotel 



hosted by the Province. 

At the reception we were welcomed by Ian Dyer, 

President Dumfrieshire Province and after the singing 

of O'Canada and The Flower of Scotland the Rev. Bill 

Holland led us in the Grace. 

The reception was outstanding with the entertainer and 

fellow curler David Henderson providing stunning 

recitations.  He delivered 4 great acts including the 

―Bricklayers Lament‖.  He is a beef and sheep farmer 

and amateur comedian. 

As has become the "norm" the South Tour presented a 

number of our songs.  At the beginning of the tour ap-

plause was "quite polite"  (probably because we were 

weak in voice and off on our notes!)- but after many tries we are finally getting 

better. 

The stay in Dumfries was a lot of fun with great people who like to laugh a lot. 

 

Saturday, January 24th North Tour -  Kinross 

The morning greeted us with a very heavy frost and an early start to Kinross 

(8:00AM), an hour's drive away.  Morning class was held on the bus, and as we 

drew nearer Kinross there was much anticipation of meeting our host families at the rink.  We 

were welcomed by a piper and our Scottish opposition as we were led through the Green Hotel 

to the adjacent Kinross Ice Rink.  

Kinross, a small town of about 500 citizens, is located near Loch Leven, one of Scotland‘s most 

famous inland lakes.  The lake has a special significance to curlers for it is the site for the annual  

Grand Match, the world‘s largest outdoor bonspiel where curlers from the north of Scotland 

compete against their counterparts from the south.  Sadly, because of a long string of mild win-

ters and new safety regulations, the Grand Match hasn‘t been played in thirty years. 

Kinross Curling Club is steeped in history.  It is believed that the first curling match in the world 

occurred here as hardy Scots took to the ice on Loch Leven in the winter of 1668.  To put that in 

perspective, it was at the time while Mary Queen of Scots was being held captive down the 

road. Some say that it goes back even before that when monks living on the Island introduced an 

early form of the game to local residents.  Kinross Ice Rink opened in the 1980‘s but is slated to 

close as the RCCC has announced that they will be replacing it with a new six sheet facility 

which will be part of the new National Curling Academy which will 

also include the Head Office for the RCCC and a curling museum. 

Morning games today were against Loch Leven Province where with 3 

wins and a loss, and a collective score of 28-21 in our favour, we 

added +7 to our total.  

This was followed by lunch in the Green Hotel where Allister McCabe 

 



gave us a short briefing on Curlers' Court and handed out a little brochure (more hype) to help 

us prepare for it this coming Monday night.  Hugh McCarrel responded thanking the Scots for 

their exceptional hospitality and hoping that it would extend through Monday evenings Curler‘s 

Court. 

The afternoon‘s draw was against Cupar Province at 12:45 p.m.  Our record of 3-1 with a +13 

expanded our lead to +191 vs. our hosts.  Late news out of the South suggests we just may have 

given lots of those points back. 

The Beveridge rink today had the pleasure of curling against Sandy Hay, the son of heralded 

Scottish curler Chuck Hay our keynote speaker at our Perth Banquet two weeks ago.  Although 

having been a Scottish Schools champion in ‗79 & ‗80, Sandy went on to a sporting career in 

rugby leaving his brothers and father to continue on to international achievements in curling.  

As we shared an after game drink with our curling hosts, our home hosts began to arrive. Bob 

Siemens and Bill Wesley were being hosted by Willie and Marne Wilson whose home was more 

than 45 minutes drive from the rink.  With Willie at the wheel we wound our way there through 

very picturesque countryside arriving at their farm on the outskirts of Anstruther just before 

dusk.  Ken Grattan and Hugh McCarrel likewise had a drive of about 45 minutes with Crawford 

Edie to his home overlooking farmland and the North Sea where they were greeted by his wife, 

Ada.  Many of the other tourists were hosted much closer to Kinross.   

Dinner was at Elmwood College, Cupar where the Hospitality Program students both prepared 

and served the meal, and what a meal.  The appetizers were: a) leek and potato soup b) game 

terrine served with a red onion marmalade or c) Pittenweem smoked haddock mousse. 

Shall I go on?  The main course choices were: a) roast leg of lamb with a thyme and red wine 

sauce b) pan fried escalope of pork with apple and black pudding served with a whisky sauce or 

c) butternut squash and spinach bake served with a roasted tomato sauce.  Main courses were 

served with vegetables and potatoes. 

Dessert options included: a) mini cranachan (now almost everybody‘s favourite) b) hot marma-

lade pudding or c) chocolate and drambuie mousse. 

Some hae meat that canna eat And some wad eat that want it 

But we hae meat and we can eat and sae the Lord we thankit. 

After dinner, we were welcomed by Marion Fraser, President of Area 7.  Hugh thanked Marion 

and commented to the Elmwood students in particular, that ―this was the best meal that we have 

had to date‖.  The dinner was set in a ceilidh atmosphere with musicians on stage who played 

and sang before, throughout, and after the meal.  Following consuming such a 

feast, we were a bit heavier on our feet as we tried later to dance in step to the 

fast paced music.  Some of us just gave up and spent the duration of our time 

there catching up with the news of others, and meeting the hosts of our friends.  

Graham Lindsay, Hugh‘s opposition from Cupar, brought in a newspaper clip-

ping of the 60th wedding anniversary of the Hewat‘s whom Hugh had stayed 

with some 35 years before.  Sadly Mrs. Hewat had passed away 10 years ago 

and Mr. Hewat seven years later.  Mr Hewat had taken Hugh golfing at St. An-

drew‘s Old Course in July 1974, for the princely sum of 2 pounds.  The fees 

now are 130 pounds. 

After dinner this evening we were invited to the home of Ian Waugh whose 

Brian is enjoying 

meeting some of the 

students 



father had been to Canada curling several times some years back.  As he explained to us this 

evening, he just wanted to return a little of the hospitality his father had been extended over the 

years.  An Ernie Richardson curling broom was one of his prized possessions.  It had been given 

to his father when he had been a house guest of the Richardsons. 

Exemplifying the hospitality of our hosts, Ada Edie had washed 

Ken Grattan and Hugh McCarrel‘s clothes before leaving for Elm-

wood College.  After arriving back at the Edie‘s at midnight, she 

proceeded to iron their shirts and sew buttons back on their blaz-

ers.  

 

January 24
th

 South Tour -  Kelso  

Early start today. Bus leaves at 8:15, arrival at Kelso Border Ice Rink for an 11:30 game. We‘re 

a wee bit late when we get there, but not bad. We‘re 

met at the rink, not only by the usual piper, but by 

arched brooms, which is something new. We won-

dered whether that‘s an honour reserved for ―made‖ 

curlers! 

It is quite a nice club setting BUT the ice was 

―VERY‖ heavy.  The Ron Beldon team played 

against a 25 year old competitive skip and former 

National Finalist.  They managed to keep the game 

close losing 8-5 with Canada down by 6 overall. 

We had a lunch of STOVIES (mince meat, potatoes, onions and gravy) with sandwiches. The 

second game was at 3:30pm.  Again the Ron Beldon team faces a young team including 2 team-

mates of the skip they played in the morning.  Their total age was 131 and the Canadians 266. A 

hard fought game saw the young Scots win  9-6.  Other teams do well and we lose by only 1. 

Dinner at Border Ice Rink in Kelso was hosted by Colin Stirling - President Border Province of 

the RCCC. The tour is home hosted at various curling families throughout the area. 

Harry Plemel and Bill Rothwell were home hosted for two nights. Harry‘s initial reaction was 

―Nice, but a bit of a pain because they have to sort out what to take for 2 days while leaving the 

remainder in our luggage on the bus. It‘d be a lot easier to just get a 

hotel.‖  Wrong! Harry‘s room mate, Bill Rothwell, and Harry got 

placed with Bert and Sophia Duncan, the nicest, most hospitable cou-

ple one could ever hope to meet. Bert curled against Harry in the after-

noon and took them home after the game to meet Sophia, have a dram 

and get changed for supper back at the rink. Neither Bill nor Harry 

were in particularly good shape, healthwise, but that didn‘t matter to 

these folks. Even knowing they‘d probably catch what we had, they 

still welcomed us with open arms.  

It didn‘t take long for them to hit the sack when they got home after supper. What a difference 

Ada Edie and Crawford Edie  



separate bedrooms makes for a couple of sick guys. Not waking each other up with our cough-

ing during the night,  They both claimed that they got one of the best sleeps they had for some 

time.  

Sunday, January 25th  North Tour Free Day - Province Fife  

Today was a Free Day on our schedule where we were left to enjoy the comforts of a home, the 

Wilson‘s in Bob Siemens and Bill Wesley‘s case, in Anstruther; as contrasted with the discom-

forts of hotels especially those without lifts and whose bars and dining rooms are requiring the 

issuance of mini roadmaps to find them. 

Anstuther is located in the Province of Fife which just might be the largest province in Scotland. 

Anstruther itself sits uniquely where rich agricultural land abuts the inviting sea communities of 

the east coast of which it is one. 

Once having been a thriving fishing community its waterfront to-

day has no fishing vessels (save for the Reaper, a restored herring 

drifter, the flagship of the town‘s Fisheries Museum) and instead, 

features the Anstruther Sailing Club with pleasure craft, that have 

access to one hundred pontoons. 

Do you happen to know what a "dove cot" is? Bob and Bill do 

now, having observed one today where pigeon eggs are regularly 

collected.  To them, it looked like a dilapidated old barn structure 

left half standing solitarily in an open field where pigeons were 

able to nest in the crevices and lay eggs.  

It's only a 15 – 20 minute drive to golf's most celebrated course, the Old Course at St. Andrew's. 

Our red, black & white team jackets seemed to converge on and dominate the landscape both in 

Auchterlonies ( buying souvenirs) and on the course shortly after noon.  Fortunately it being 

Sunday, we were able to walk at will over the fairways of this storied course as it is effectively a 

park on Sundays accessible to the public.  We began to appreciate 

just how difficult it would be to hold one's score down through 

the finishing holes particularly.  Some even had their pictures 

taken at the spot made famous by Jack Nicklaus on the Swilcan 

bridge on the 18th hole.  Nearby, there was a sign ―Caution – 

Golf in Progress‖ warning those out for a stroll that the other 

courses (New and Jubilee) which adjoined the Old Course were 

open for play.  There was significant work going on, particularly 

on the bunkers, in preparation for the 2010 British Open.  We 

also marvelled at the size of the many double greens.    

The ruins of St. Andrew's Castle and the former St. Andrew's 

Cathedral site were also on the visitation schedule, the latter 

challenging us to climb its 156 steps to a viewing loft of the 

beautiful university city that lay below. 

The tourists visited many other sites with their hosts.  Among 

them, Crawford took Ken and Hugh to his own Golf Club at 

Crail, (a beautiful 36 hole links course along the North Sea 

Hugh McCarrel wishful thinking! 



with a view to St. Andrew‘s and Carnoustie).  They also went to Kil-

conquhan, where curling used to take place on the loch, and the 

nearby Hercules Curling Club, an outdoor two sheeter.  The Club-

house was burned down a few years back and many of the curling 

stones were split by the heat of the fire.  The enterprising members 

turned the split stones into a cairn with a plaque denoting the curling 

club. 

The evening was spent at a local pub (whose owner was a curler) 

where we were able to join other Canadians on tour and friends of our 

hosts.  The most popular item on the menu that included many more 

alternatives was Fish & Chips.  Does this suggest to you at all, that we might be a little bit 

homesick? 

Willie invited the group back to his house.  In Scottish tradition, we Canadians were advised to 

leave our shoes on in the house.  Just before calling it an evening, Willie beckoned us to join 

him in the sitting room where he‘d drawn out several different brands of Scotch whisky for us to 

toast one another in a departing farewell. This gave Bob and Bill an opportunity to give their 

hosts gifts they had brought from home.  To their surprise they had ones for them as well includ-

ing autographed copies of Portrait of the East Neuk, the work of an award winning photographer 

of St. Andrews University.  Willie also drew forth his scrapbook/album from his Canadian Tour 

of 1993 which allowed us to appreciate from another perspective just how huge this Strathcona 

Cup experience is. 

 

Sunday January 25th - South Tour Kelso   

The Canadians spent the evening and following morning as guests of their respective |Scottish 

home hosts. Most spent the morning relaxing and enjoying the hospitality of their hosts. A lei-

surely breakfast in a country setting was a welcome break to the curling schedule experience 

thus far. 

Notes from Harry Plemel’s Journal -  ―Until I started the shower at 8:00 in the morning, I did-

n‘t realize I was the first person up. I thought I‘d heard someone else milling about but I learned 

it was just Bill, who‘d got up to use the bathroom and went back to bed. So, after I‘d roused the 

household, we were treated to a good breakfast and I accompanied Sophia into town to pick up 

the morning paper. She took the scenic route, past a viewpoint that overlooks Kelso. The view-

point was a millennium project of the council and residents of Kelso. 



Bill had become increasingly unwell, to the point where, today, it was arranged to get him in to 

see  a doctor, even though it was Sunday. He was eventually diagnosed with a pretty bad chest 

infection and given a prescription for big-dosage antibiotics. Hopefully that will do the trick. ― 

After some touring about the local area it was back into our number one‘s at 4 p.m. for a Civic 

reception and a Burns supper in Kelso.  The reception was in  the town hall  which was small 

but very pleasant.  Kelso is on the River Tweed and is famous for its salmon fishing.  The Pro-

vost was an older lady who had just announced her retirement due to her husband getting Alz-

heimer‘s. 

After the reception we were off to the Border Ice Rink for our 

Burns supper.  The entertainment was excellent including singers, 

reciting of Burns poetry joke telling etc. Tommy Hinnigan did the 

address to the Haggis that included an attack with a knife.  Of 

course, we had haggis, along with the traditional ―champit tatties‖ 

and ―bashed neeps‖. This was fol-

lowed by the real meal and a pro-

gramme, with songs, recitations, 

whisky, toasts. An eventful night, but 

we were home in good time and off to 

bed before it got too late.   

Quote of the night  – Ron Hutton – ―the best Robbie Burns Dinner 

you would ever attend‖!! 

 

Monday, January 26th North Tour - Kirkcaldy
 

We all had been home-hosted with our roommates, fed hearty Scottish breakfasts, and then 

driven to Kirkcaldy, the largest town in the Fife region where we are to play games against West 

of Fife Province in the morning and then East of Fife Province in the afternoon. 

Although Kirkcaldy passes for a fairly leisurely town today, it is the largest town in the Province 

of Fife (48,000) and once was a booming industrial centre.  In 

1821 it became the first town to utilize the power loom and 

consequently revolutionized the weaving industry, and 

through the ingenious innovations of Michael Nairn in the 

flooring industry, Kirkcaldy became famous for the manufac-

turing of linoleum. Its most celebrated native son however 

was Adam Smith who in his publication of ―Inquiry into the 

Nature and Cause of the Wealth of Nations‖ in 1776 set forth 

theories still used by economists today.  

―Did you know? 

Some say the deil is deid 

And buried in Kirkcaldy 

The sands of Kirkcaldy‘s medieval harbour are said to hide a demon. 

The Haggis being piped in  

―Address to the Haggis‖ by 

Tommy Hinnigan  



Lately, Drawmaster Ken Grattan has had to really juggle his team line-ups, particularly on learn-

ing Neil Dufour may be out for a bit.  Neil was off to the doctor this morning and learned he had 

a bad case of bronchitis and was told to take it easy for a couple of days.  Meanwhile, the whole 

team is suffering through colds, are also growing fatigued and a couple of its players, Brian 

Morin and Moe Williams, are frighteningly close to having to sit out with injuries. 

The ice rink which we are to play in today is the oldest (and maybe coldest) in Scotland.  It al-

most was lost last year to a fire in the roof which fortunately was contained.  It has been home to 

both European and Scottish Championship finals.  We‘re told to expect especially keen compe-

tition today. 

The ice was the slowest we have experienced at 21.0 seconds.  To our surprise, the ice was com-

pletely flooded before our second game while we were at lunch.  Well, it seems we‘ve weath-

ered the storm and with scores now complete from today's competition, miraculously we've 

added another +23 points to our lead, raising the difference to 

more than 200 points. We may have gotten lucky this morning 

winning 3 of 4 games rather handily for a 39-19 victory; while 

the afternoon was no cakewalk rallying in late ends to eek out a 

25-22 squeaker.  

There was quite a commotion in the stands this morning when an 

older man was spotted infiltrating the ranks of some assembled 

school children who ordinarily would have themselves been play-

ing had they not been displaced by these touring Canadians. Can it be? Indeed it is, our own Mi-

ron, now leading the school kids in a chant that is all too familiar. 

―Give us a C‖, ―C‖; ―Give us an A‖, ―A‖; ―Give us an N‖, ―N‖….. and you know how the rest 

goes and so do they now. And naturally it next led to, ―Give us an S‖,―S‖; ―Give us a C‖ ―C‖; 

―O‖, ―T‖,‖L‖,‖A‖, ―N‖, ―D‖.  



Was the place ever alive and in such contrast to many earlier arenas whose only spectators to 

our play were families, and fellow club members, and invited dignitaries.  

The afternoon play was highlighted by a 7th end angle raise takeout by Roddie MacLean allow-

ing him to get back into a game that seemed to have been 

getting away from him. But, that's our Roddie, who just 

might have our best Win/Loss record since having to step in 

for Bob Brigden two weeks ago. Incidentally, Roddie won 

his game 5-4. 

Did you know that in Scotland, they start play from wher-

ever the previous game finished.  Many the time games 

were started from the far end of the ice.  Baseball style 

scoreboards were common as were multi-coloured handles 

often with neighbouring sheets having different colour han-

dles eg. blue & white on one sheet with red and yellow beside it.  In Kirkcaldy, in addition to  

also having green and orange handles, they also had a different type of plastic handle where the 

neck was mounted further forward on the stone giving rise to a different feel with the rock. 

It was soon back to the Windlestrae Hotel in Kinross to prepare ourselves as best we could for 

Curlers' Court, an event the Scots had been prepping us for almost since the first day we landed.  

We have little information except to know that we should wear clean underwear and bring lots 

of small change to pay our fines.  Into a vast dining hall we entered where there sat over 160 

"made" curlers waiting in great amusement to see how we tourists clad in Maple Leaf tartan 

blazers would fare.  All ―Naeboddies‖ had to eat dinner with a spoon while others at their table 

had regular utensils.  We were then escorted from the room to prepare for our challenges and 

presentation one by one to My Lord, Dr. Derek Anderson.  I have to sign off at that, for the hap-

penings in the Curlers' Court remain guarded and treasured.  Suffice to say, we all became 

―made‖ curlers.  Then, dressed in our #1s, the Canadian choir performed admirably and con-

cluded with ―Auld Lang Syne‖.  

 

Monday, January 26th South Tour - Edinburgh  

After an extremely enjoyable weekend in the Border Province, curling and being entertained at 

the Kelso Ice Rink, the South Tour traveled to Peebles on route to Edinburgh. At Peebles the 

Tour was greeted at the Peeples Hydro Hotel by representatives of the RCCC and the Province. 

A group picture was taken on the front steps of the hotel where the 1909 Canadian Team posed 

for a picture. A short reception (tea, coffee 

and shortbreads) was held in an historic room 

with murals of the great battle of  Bannock-

burn from June 1314 in the hotel and presen-

tations of pictures and other memorabilia 

from the 1909 tour were made to the 2 

Grandsons of the 1909 host with the last 

name of Ballantyne and the South Tour 

Team.  

The tour continued on to the Murraryfield Ice 



Rink for lunch and curling. This facility 

is exclusive curling and a very, very 

busy club.  There is very little ice avail-

able between 8 a.m. and midnight 7 

days a week.  It is an 8 sheet club and is 

used for many major curling events.  

A lunch of soup and sandwiches was 

served and an hour or so of socializing 

took place before the curling began at 

3:00pm. The South Tour was in fine 

form at the curling and managed to win 

all 4 matches adding some 15 points to 

the already considerable Canadian lead. 

High Tea was served at the Ice Rink 

following the curling and thanks were extended to the organizers and the ice rink for an excep-

tional afternoon. The South Tour then traveled to the Braid Hills Hotel for the evening arriving 

around 7:30 for check in.   

 

Tuesday, January 27th North Tour - Stirling  

At breakfast this morning, there were a lot of tired looking curlers.  Brian Morin was fined at 

morning class for having been the second to have left his shoes behind; and Mr. Grattan was 

before the Sheriff for falling on and nearly breaking team-mate Bob Dods' stabilizer. 

Our coach, with Steve Scott at the controls, took us to the Stirling Ice Rink for the 10:00 am 

draw.  After a sluggish start, the Canadian contingent scored another victory 33-19. The games 

were friendly enough, but also importantly competitive enough to now extend our margin of dif-

ference to +228. 

The Stirling Ice Rink has for almost 30 years provided ice for both curling and skating.  Famous 

curler and namesake of the courier for the South, Willie Young, skipped a rink in 1959 against 

Canada‘s Ernie Richardson in competition for the Scotch Cup.  He came from these parts and 

today gives his name to the Under 35‘s competition at this rink. 

It was then off to see the sites of the city on a guided tour although unfortunately it was in rather 

foggy weather.  Stirling, one of the most famous cities in Scotland, once called "The City of 

Strife" but now one of Scotland's most burgeoning cities with a population of 41,000 and a ri-

diculously low unemployment rate of 3%.  The Prudential Insurance Company is one of its big-



gest employers.  For many years Stirling was the capital of Scotland and was strategically im-

portant as the ―Gateway to the Highlands‖.  

Stirling Castle overlooks the city where, for several 

centuries, the Stuart monarchs called it home (Mary, 

Queen of Scots, had her coronation there).  The castle 

is as fine an example of Renaissance architecture as 

you would find anywhere in Scotland.  Most of its 

buildings date back to the 15th & 16th centuries al-

though there has been a castle on the site since Roman 

times.  Its great hall was large enough to serve as the 

meeting place for the parliament. 

Barely visible through a particularly heavy mist, stood 

the shrouded figure of William Wallace on a 300 foot tall monument.  It was he who in 1297 

took up the cause of the Scottish against proud Edward's army in the historic "Battle of Stirling 

Bridge" on the 11th of September and thus was to change the course of Scottish history.  Many 

of you will remember seeing the motion picture account of this in ―Braveheart‖ starring Mel 

Gibson. 

Just outside the city is another famous battleground - Bannockburn; where in these fields a well-

armed English army was nevertheless routed by Scottish troops led by King Robert the Bruce in 

1314. 

As has been typically the case in the latter half of the tour, Canada wins 3 of its 4 afternoon 

games, and with the margin of victory being +10 has now built up its 

lead in the North to +238.  For many of us, this was the most tired we 

had been and were pleased with the net result.  We understand that, 

paired with the South‘s performance, this gives us a grand difference 

of +327.  Is it too early with one counting game left to play to say the 

Cup seems surely to be ours? 

Dinner was at the Royal Hotel, Bridge of Allan.  We were greeted by 

the Lord Provost Fergus Wood wearing a Canadian maple leaf tie 

under his vest.  He posed for many pictures and then welcomed us 

with a long speech recounting his numerous visits to Canada and his 

twinning of cities with 

Summerside, P.E.I.  For 

many, the night's most 

interesting segment of entertainment was to see two 

of our countrymen called to center stage and asked to 

roll up their pants above their knees and don colour-

ful traditional Scottish kilts and caps for a grand 

competition to determine whose clan should own the 

night.  Bring on Jim Campbell and Roddie Mac-

Lean in the battle of the clans.  A young lassie, who 

had been performing Highland dances, gave Jim and 

Roddie a quick lesson and then led them in the sword 

dance accompanied by bagpipes and the clapping of 



hands.  Neither it seems could gain a sizeable enough advantage and the competition was deter-

mined to be a draw. 

More entertainment followed including a toast to the Canadian curlers from Dr. John Rankin 

who in so doing revelled us with stories and belly-aching humour. 

Then the call went out for the accomplished Canadian Curlers Male Choir to perform.  And they 

did, and got resounding applause for what was their best performance to date. 

We would be remiss if we didn‘t take a moment to comment on the beautifully laminated place-

mats that were set before us as we sat down to dine this evening.  Someone had taken the time to 

welcome us in this unique manner.  Each placemat had in its center the Scottish emblem and a 

―Welcome to Stirling - Gateway to the Highlands January 27, 2009‖ inscribed in its center, with 

a map of Scotland identifying all the stops we had made along the way.  To the left was the Ca-

nadian team roster, and to the right were the names of the curlers who had participated in each 

of the two draws at Stirling today.  At the top, the banner read CANADA verses SCOTLAND – 

2009.  

 

 Tuesday, January 27th  South Tour - Edinburgh 

The day began as usual with morning Class – ―Only three more classes to graduation”. The sec-

ond last counting game was played at the Murrayfield Ice Rink in the morning preceded by a 

short get-together for coffee and biscuits with the Scottish opposition.  Two wins and two ties 

widened the gap between Canada and Scotland by another 11 shots. Team 1 (Austin Palmer, 

Bill Rothwell, Gord Stockdale & Jim Farquharson) played Robin Aitken (who beat Al Hackner 

in the 2007 Senior Worlds) and tied the game 6-6. 

Lunch of soup and sandwiches was served at the Ice Rink over which there was lively conversa-

tion between the Scottish and Canadian curlers. 

After the game and lunch the South Tourist then traveled to Hamilton and Inches Clockworks 

and Silversmiths for tour of the workshop and presentation by company management on the 

business of high-end silversmithing. The Strathcona Cup is kept in their vault for safe keeping 

when it is not on display. The shop produces high-end silver pieces for its customers such as 

candelabra made for 10 Downing Street at a cost of around 35,000 pounds. It‘s also the reposi-

tory for the Royal Caledonian Curling Trophy, which is the trophy awarded to the winner of a 

grand match…something that happens irregularly. The last outdoors grand match was in 1979. 

An indoors match was held in 2005, played simultaneously in 28 rinks around the country. It 

involved some 2500 curlers  The Strathcona Cup would take 6 months to recreate and would 

cost 60 to 80 thousand pounds. 

After the tour  we enjoyed an hour or so of exploring in downtown Edinburgh along Princess 

and George St. getting great views of Edinburgh Castle. 

The evening was completed with home hosting of each team at the home of one of the opposing 

teams.  The dinner was rated as "the best of the tour" not to mention the pre dinner cocktails of 

sparkling wine, scotch and Bramel Liquor - lots of wine and drinks after. 

The Graham Harris team‘s hosts were Andrew and Sheila Hepburn. ―Heppy‖ was president of 



the RCCC in 2001-02 and played for Scotland in the 

senior men‘s world championship in 2005 at 

Kelowna. His son, Ross, curls with Warwick Smith. 

Their team represented Scotland at the 2007 men‘s 

world championship. Ross‘s wife is Kirsty Hay, a for-

mer Scottish and world junior champion and skip of 

the 1998 women‘s Olympic team at Nagano, where 

she came within a hair of beating Sandra Schmirler in 

the semi-final. 

Wednesday, January 28
th  

 North Tour 

rejoins South Tour - Edinburgh
 

We set out in the morning for Edinburgh for what‘s being billed as a sightseeing day with high-

lights being a visit to the National Museum of Flight, followed by another distillery tour, and 

finishing with a visit to a silversmith's shop. 

On the way we are able to view Stirling Castle and the William Wallace monument at a distance 

and could appreciate their glory more than had been the case yesterday when we were parked at 

their doorstep, but really couldn‘t see them through the heavy fog. 

Not more than 15 minutes away from our first destination, Steve, our bus driver pointed out a 

vehicle in the left lane ahead closely resembling our own - the boys on the South tour - and, 

naturally he saw that we soon passed them, catching them quite unawares as we waved and sped 

out of sight. 

We arrived at the National Museum of Flight where we were joined by our teammates from the 

South Tour (who had taken a more 

direct route and in spite of our 

speeding past them had arrived be-

fore us.). On the way in to the for-

mal part of the museum, we saw a 

BAC 111, a Comet, and a Vulcan 

bomber.  But the showpiece was 

Concorde AA.  For the first time in 

weeks as a united team, we were 

introduced to the Concorde. What a 

bird!  Massive.  There had been 

twenty of them built between 1965 

and 1974, but they were retired in 

2003 when it proved to be too un-

economical to continue.  The Con-

corde flew at heights of 55,500 ft. at 

speeds up to 1380 mph (Mach 2) 

using 25,629 L of fuel an hour at temperatures of -55C.  We took team pictures on the boarding 

ramp, and then entered the sleek and tight fuselage (Jeff Mowat had to duck).  We noted that all 

the seats were first class, as we headed forward to view the cockpit which resembled that of a 

fighter jet with seats for two pilots and an engineer. 

Full team assembled on the ramp of the Concorde 



After walking through the various exhibits on the Concorde, we settled down to a hot drink and 

were taken through a PowerPoint presentation by David Affleck on the history of East Lothian 

Province generally, and its curling history specifically.  This area of the country was regarded as 

the territory of war during the 16th and 17th centuries with Douglas Castle playing a prominent 

role until it was finally destroyed by Oliver Cromwell's army.  The Reverend John Ramsey was 

cited as a significant person in the curling history of the area for having written a lasting docu-

ment on the "Origins of Curling" in 1811. 

The latest in distillery tours was to follow at the Glenkinchie Distillery.  A female employee es-

corted us through the facility and gave us a most succinct commen-

tary on the distilling process.  Although their product was of high 

standard, Edradour seemed to have remained the consensus favour-

ite among the touring Canadians. 

Edinburgh has been the capital of Scotland since 1437.  Located in 

the southeast of Scotland, the city overlooks the Firth of Forth and 

the hills of Fife beyond.  With the Industrial Revolution, it was over-

taken by Glasgow in industry and size, but remained very culturally 

rich in history and the arts; and while Glasgow is an ―in your face‖ 

city, Edinburgh is more laid back and restrained.  Edinburgh was 

one of the major centres of ―The Enlightenment‖ in Europe, and to-

day that same spirit lives on in its four universities, its libraries, its 

museums and its art galleries. 

North tour captain, Bruce Beveridge, and south tour vice-

captain, Barry Greenberg, made a side trip before lunch to place 

a wreath at the grave of Rev. John Ramsay, an historic Scot 

curler who authored the first printed account of the game‘s his-

tory. The following images and text are from the article in the 

blogspot called ―Curling History‖ (http://

curlinghistory.blogspot.com/2009/02/ramsay  

The North Tourists  went to  Hamilton & Inches Silversmith 

Shop to get a view of not only the Strathcona Cup, but also the Championship trophy for the 

Grand Match.  Both trophies are kept in the vault here.  It was also here that we would get a 

chance to change into our No. 1's to be appropriately dressed for a civic reception this evening 

with Lord Provost George Grubb of Edinburgh.  On our tour through the shop Miron Macyshyn 

met a young lady (he's somehow a magnet for young ladies) from Hudson, Quebec, whose fam-

ily just happens to have a summer home near him in Lake Champlain Islands, Vermont.  Fancy 

that. 

 

The South Tourists had the afternoon free, so they did-

n‘t do much.  It felt good to just do nothing for a cou-

ple of hours…before attending our last civic reception, 

this one at Edinburgh City Chambers. 

The formal Civic Reception with the Lord Provost of 

Edinburgh followed at 5:30 p.m.  The team then re-



turned to their hotel for a relaxing supper, a few drinks at the bar, and 

for some more relaxation with team mates over drinks in their rooms.  

The TV was showing the Celtic – Dundee United semi-final League 

Cup match which went to 12 rounds of penalty kicks.  Then there was 

that other lot who, seeing we only had a couple more nights in Scotland, 

chose to check out the bars further abroad.  In by midnight, the official 

report was that three bars had been tried, all were found lacking and for 

the most part sparsely filled with people the age of our children. ―When 

Will They Ever Learn, When Will They Ever Learn…‖ 

 

Thursday, January 29th  North & South Tours -  Edinburgh 

We knew this was coming. At morning classes today the Sheriff cut loose and levied heavy 

fines on those who had not been fined sufficiently in his estimation.  He did this primarily to 

reach quota for tipping the bus drivers, Steve and Sandy.  

After breakfast at the hotel, the North teams were off to the Murrayfield Ice Rink where they 

were to play their last counting game against Area 5.  The facility is run by Iain Baxter, a former 

Scottish Champion who had been an anchorman of the Scottish Tour team to Canada in 1993.  

Iain and his younger brother Colin (Tour of 2003), had played Don Duguid in the final of the 

Air Canada Silver Broom as teenagers in 1971. 

In the meantime the South Tour had the opportunity to pick up a few last minute gifts and sou-

venirs at the curling club‘s shop. 

Another poor start (no doubt influenced by the late night activities of the day before) soon gave 

way to better curling form, and the results enabled Canada to win the day 35 - 25.  With this vic-

tory, the North completed its twenty-three counting games with a record of 21 wins, and only 2 

defeats; and held an overall differential of +248.  This was complemented by the South's per-

formance which, when all scores were in, resulted in giving Canada a +326 point victory over 

the Scots and rights to the Strathcona Cup for the next 5 years.  The Cup is to be formally pre-

sented to us tomorrow evening at the closing banquet, but unlike other major sports trophies, 

this trophy never leaves Scotland, with the Scots preferring it to be safely secured in the vault at 

Hamilton & Inches.  

Harry Plemel reports on the makings of an international incident during lunch. The Strathcona 

Cup was on display here…and it disappeared. This thing is insured 

for £250,000 ($480,000) but is probably worth ½ again as much. In 

fact, it‘s truly priceless, because there is no other. There was much 

consternation among the Scots, particularly on the part of Trevor 

Dodds, the south courier. Apparently this role makes him pretty 

much personally responsible for the trophy‘s safety and well-

being. Denny Charlebois, who chaired the Canadian tour was also 

―a little bit concerned‖. He came to our table (For some reason he 

thought I might have had something to do with all this) and said 

something to the effect that if we knew where the cup was and 

knew it was safe, its disappearance would be treated as a joke but 

if we didn‘t know, please say so. I couldn‘t help him. I knew noth-

ing about it until I saw the cup was gone. In the end, it did turn up 

Ron returns cup after 

―security check.‖ 

North tour guys mustn’t have 

been fed well up there 



again. One of our guys (performing a security test, he says) apparently just walked over, picked 

it up, carried it out of the room and had it locked away in a storage room downstairs. This in 

front of 80-100 people, and nobody noticed. Well, almost nobody…there are rumours that south 

tour‘s captain Graham Harris (my skip, by the way) planted the idea in the perpetrator‘s mind 

but he‘s denying any involvement whatsoever. Anyway, the cup was eventually recovered and 

tranquility restored. 

The historian had the distinct pleasure of having curled opposite 

83-year-old curling enthusiast Lauchlin MacLean today, who 

I'm told is famous in these parts for always being the first to 

speak at the Annual Meeting of the RCCC.  He'll be among the 

first to speak tonight too, for he is slated to give the grace.   

After the game and lunch, many of the North Tour went down-

town to shop and sightsee along the Royal Mile including a visit 

to Edinburgh Castle.     

This was the first time that we dined with our team-mates from 

the South since going our separate ways on January 11th.  The dinner was at the Watsonian 

Rugby Club and was sponsored by Area 5, with Malcolm Patrick, Sr. Representative of Area 5 

and 2009 Tour Convenor as the Chair.  

Roger Scott was the principal speaker this evening as he rendered a very animated history of the 

Peebles Curling Club.  In his remarks he expressed that he had sought out the spot allegedly to 

have been where the captain of the first Canadian tour team, Lieut.-Governor Fraser had planted 

a pair of maple trees to have commemorated the occasion.  His search about Victoria Park in the 

vicinity of the old Peebles curling rinks was without certain identification however.  Roger left a 

copy of an extract taken from the January 23,1909 edition of the Peeblesshire Advertiser & 

County Newspaper that details the events of the first days of that historic first journey. 

You might be interested to learn of how our menu compared to that of our compatriots of 100 

years ago. 

 

2009      1909 

Roast tomato & basil soup   Hare soup & cockie leekie 

Fish 

Roast rib-eye of beef    Fried cod & oyster sauce 

Appropriate vegetables   Haggis 

Beef & greens    Roast Turkey and Ox tongue  

Crème Brulee     Plum pudding 

Truffles      Strawberry cream 

Coffee      Coffee  
  

The Canadian choir performed once again.  However, this time, the entire room joined in for a 

rousing rendition of ―O Flower of Scotland‖, followed by ―Auld Lang Syne‖.  Malcolm Patrick 



concluded with ―Haste Ye Back‖.   
 

Following  the dinner many tourists walked up the ―royal mile‖ where lots of purchases were 

made in some of the Scottish shops which stayed open past the 7:00 close to accommodate us. 

By 9:30 we were back at the hotel and enjoying again a wee drink and camaraderie in the bar 

with south and north tour members. 
 

Friday, January 30th 
North & South Tours                  -  Edinburgh

 

Here we are the 25th and final day of our tour.  We had our first combined Tour morning class 

since Glasgow.  Ordinarily the North would have had the morning off to do last minute shop-

ping and to pack for the trip home, but it was a big day for the RCCC in Scotland for the First 

Minister was to visit the ice arena and make an announcement just preceding the first game be-

tween the Scots and Canada South.  We were informed that our presence would be especially 

appreciated, and we obliged.  Upon arriving at the parking lot at Murrayfield, the North team 

stayed behind.  Captain Bruce Beveridge presented Steve Scott, our coach driver, with a tip for 

himself and Sandy.  Then the skip of each team presented a bottle of scotch to Bill Duncan, our 

courier since Aberdeen.  We then joined the South Tour and many members of the press (TV, 

radio, and newspapers) as First Minister Alex Salmond addressed us remarking about a shared 

experience enjoyed now for more than a century.  He put in a plug for us to consider returning 

sometime soon, with our wives and families and what better year than this, Scotland's Year of 

Homecoming.  His Communication Assistant ensured that we would remember by handing out 

pins with ―Scotland 2009 – Year of Homecoming‖. 

And to ensure Scottish curlers are better supported as they show their skills later this year on the 

world stage (Vancouver, Moncton, and in Korea) he announced his government was granting 

them (Men's, Women's, Junior's & wheel chair teams) 21,000 pounds in government support. 

Following the press conference, First Minister Salmond was intro-

duced to Denny Charlebois, Bruce Beveridge, and Graham Harris.  

He then took to the ice and threw a ceremonial first rock with a stick.  

After the opening ceremonies, the North contingent broke away with 

what little time still remained to shop or to pack before their after-

noon match against the executive members of the RCCC.  We won 

this match as anticipated 45-17.  Oh, are we getting cocky as we get 

prepared to be formally crowned new champions of the Strathcona 

Cup in a ceremony this evening. 

 Gord Stockdale (South tour)  and 

Bob Seimens (North Tour) had the honour of presenting the 

brooms we had used to Trevor Dodd's son and daughter for 

use by the Scottish Juniors. 

At the Braid Hills Hotel dining room, the RCCC executive 

and their wives, along with many former Scottish tour team 

members and their wives, and we Canadians assembled to-

gether for one final celebration - the closing banquet. 

The evening‘s festivities included a welcome and a toast 

from current RCCC President, Matt Murdoch; grace deliv-



ered by RCCC Chaplain, Bill Holland, 

and a series of responses to Matt‘s 

toast from Canadian Captains, Bruce 

Beveridge and Graham Harris, and 

Canadian Tour Chairman, Denny 

Charlebois.  Bruce and Graham were 

formally presented with the Strathcona 

Cup emblematic of curling superiority 

between these two friendly rivals.  

This being the 21st meeting, Canada 

had now put some separation again 

between the number of victories each 

had scored (12-9). What will the next 

century bring? 

The Canadian Tourists had one last 

chance to dazzle them with songs before Bill Marshall, Vice President RCCC concluded the 

evening‘s remarks with appropriate thanks to all those who had put in endless amounts of time 

to make the entire tour the success that it has been. 

After the formalities, many tour, team, and individual 

pictures were taken with the Cup.  The bar remained 

open for quite a bit longer this evening allowing an 

extended period for all to say their final good-byes for 

what we Canadians will always regard as "a trip of a 

lifetime". 

John Paul and his wife, an amateur curling comedian 

of some note in the Scottish curling community was 

present. He has a business card indicating that his oc-

cupations are ―Poet, Writer, Artist and Plonker‖.  He 

led the one line singing trio at the opening banquet and 

this time recited one of his poems. He was in Canada 

with the  2003 

Tour and traveled 

from Thunder Bay to Fort Frances, to Winnipeg, to Wey-

burn, to Regina in the January winter weather and here is his 

speech/poem ― Between Regina and Saskatoon I decided to 

put a pen to paper and write a poem title ―WINTER‖ and 

here is the poem ―F_ _K, IT‘S COLD‖. 

A note from Harry Plemel‘s journal  ―The closing banquet 

was held at our hotel, so we were able to prepare at a more 

leisurely pace than was the case for some of the other din-

ners. I‘m not sure about the others, but, after 23 days of ban-

quets and receptions, I was feeling a little bit jaded this 

could easily have been ―just another one.‖ Fortunately, the 

conversation at our table and the speeches reminded us all of 

North Tour Back row (L-R): Jeff Mowat, Bill Wesley 

(mostly hidden), Jim Campbell, Jim Mastine, Ken Grattan, 

Brian Morin, Bruce Beveridge, David Parkes, Bob    

Siemens 

Middle row (L-R): Rod MacLean, Neil Dufour, Miron 

Macyshyn, Cup  

Front row: Moe Williams, Hugh McCarrel, Robin Sinclair, 

Robert Dods, Bob MacGregor  

South Tour Back row (L-R): Tom Howat (mostly hidden), Ron Avery, Austin Palmer (partially 

hidden), Ron Belden, John Hodgson, Jerry Rasmuson, Bill Rothwell, Don Robinson, Dick 

McBeath  

Middle row (L-R): Bill Streeter, Gord Stockdale, Gus Claveau, Barry Greenberg, Ron Hutton, 

Paul Duffet, Graham Harris, Harry Plemel. 

Front row (L-R): Jim Farquharson, Robert McKie, Cup, David Giles  

North Tour Captain Bruce Beveridge, Malcolm 

Patrick, South Tour Graham Harris 



how truly special these weeks had been. Including the 40 of us, only 303 Canadian curlers have 

ever made the Strathcona Cup tour to Scotland in the 100 years of its existence. Our margin of 

victory, 326 points, is the second largest in the tournament‘s history. So it was, that when we 

joined hands and sang ―Auld Lang Syne‖ at the end of the evening, we realized the curtain was 

coming down on a genuinely extraordinary experience.‖ 

Saturday January 31st Canadians Depart  

We woke up to a brisk Scottish morning and one last shower, shave and hearty breakfast.  The 

morning newspaper ―The Scotsman‖ had a picture of First Minister Alex Salmond throwing the 

ceremonial first rock yesterday.  Everyone‘s bags were bulging with gifts including 15 or so 

mini bottles of scotch, a pennant, books, pens, caps, wooden curling rock, glasses, place mat, 

coasters, cake, candy etc.  We said our goodbyes to Matt Murdoch, George Rogerson, and 

Trevor Dodds as we boarded our coach one last time.  Bill Duncan and Willie Young came to 

the airport with us.  At the airport, Bill picked up boarding passes for the North Tour.  We then 

said our goodbyes to Bill and Willie, as well as Malcolm Patrick and Donald Whyte who had 

come to the airport to see us off.  We flew BMI leaving just after 11:00 am and arrived at Heath-

row just past noon.  We were joined on the flight by Scotland‘s Rugby 7s who were heading to 

New Zealand via Los Angeles (and wouldn‘t arrive until Sunday night GMT). 

On the Air Canada flight to Toronto, the captain came on the intercom about a half hour before 

landing and congratulated Team Canada on our victory in the Strathcona Cup to much applause 

from the other passengers.  Upon landing at 6:10 pm EST, we noted that Toronto had a heavy 

blanket of snow.  We had a long wait to get our luggage and clear customs, and as a result, only 

got a chance to say goodbye to some of our teammates.  For some, it was the end of the journey.  

For most others, there were connecting flights to catch.  For all, it was ―THE TRIP OF A 

LIFETIME‖!      

 

Special announcement, Tuesday, November 2, 2010 

The Strathcona Cup epitomizes friendly competition and good fellowship and 

Canada and Scotland have held firm to these ideals for over a hundred years.  

  

I have been involved with this event since 1983 and had the honour and privi-

lege of serving as vice captain of the south team in Scotland in 1998. 

Subsequent to that,  I was asked to chair the Canadian host committee for the 

Scots visit in 2003 and organize the Canadian team for Scotland in 2009.   

  

The commitment of the 1998 Canadian team ended essentially with the selection of the 2009 

team which is now responsible for hosting the incoming Scots tour in 2013 and the selection and 

organization of the Canadian team for 2018. 

As Canadian Chairman I would like to extend my sincere thanks to all members of the 1998 

team and especially to those who served on the host committee for the 2003 incoming Scots tour 

and for their advice and assistance in the selection of the 2009 team.  In addition I would like to 



acknowledge the outstanding contribution made, through them, by the curling clubs, associa-

tions and communities throughout Canada without whom this journey would not have been pos-

sible.  A special thanks also to the Canadian Curling Association for their continued support in 

sanctioning this competition. 

  

To you, the ―Class of 2009‖, thank you for your excellent cooperation.  I know you had a great 

trip to Scotland and anxiously await the opportunity to repay some of the super hospitality you 

received on your tour.  For me it has been a most rewarding experience and I‘m better for hav-

ing known all of you. But there comes a time! 

  

Accordingly, I am very pleased to announce that Hugh McCarrel, a Life time member of  St. 

George‘s Golf & Country Club and also a member of the Burlington Golf & Country Club, has 

agreed to take on the task of Canadian Chairman for the 2013 and 2018 tours. 

  

Hugh has youth on his side, and as most of you know, is very well organized, quiet and effi-

cient.  He is quite keen to get going on the planning process and with your assistance and coop-

eration I have every confidence that he will carry on the great tradition of this friendly curling 

competition and goodwill between Canada and Scotland.  

  

Thank you again and best regards to all! 

 

 

Message from Hugh McCarrel   May 5, 2011  

Gentlemen, 

I hope that you have all had an enjoyable curling season.  It was good to 

meet a number of both the ‘98 and ‘09 tourists at the Thursday night re-

ception at the Brier in London.  Thank you to Rory Munroe, Em and Dot 

McRae for organizing the evening.  

I want to give you an update on where we are at for the 2013 incoming 

tour of the Scots.  I have read the notes and recommendations from the 

2003 tour and talked with a number of you.  While very enjoyable, the 

feeling was that the tour was a bit rushed.  In addition, we want to include 

Newfoundland and Quebec City plus some smaller cities in this  tour.  As 

such we will be having three tours (East, Central, & West) of 20 curlers each.  I have spoken to 

Greg Stremlaw, CEO of the CCA and been in touch with Robbie Scott, President of the RCCC 

with regards to the tour.  Robbie has indicated that they are very much looking forward to com-

ing and three tours is just fine with him.  I expect that the formal invitation will be extended to 

the Scots this month.  Please note that Bill Duncan, a courier for the North tour in ‘09, will be 

the RCCC President when the 2013 tour takes place. 



I can tell you that there is a considerable amount of interest in the tour.  I have had inquiries 

from Mississauga, Donalda (want to co-ordinate with their Robbie Burns night), Weston, Mil-

ton, and Burlington Golf to name a few.  In addition, there has been a request to try to tie the 

tour into the Quebec International Bonspiel which will be celebrating its 100th anniver-

sary.  With the ‘09 tour being the hosts, we will try to visit as many of your Clubs as possible, in 

addition to some of the Clubs from the ‘98 tour and some new Clubs to continue spreading the 

popularity of the event.    

At this point in time I am looking for volunteers to be Director/Couriers.  Generally the Di-

rector and Courier is the same person.  However, the functions are different.  The Director role 

arranges the clubs and sets up the contacts at each club.  You ensure that the appropriate activi-

ties are planned.  You  will get options for transportation and accommodation which will be for-

warded to my attention for co-ordination and ratification.  The courier job is likely more famil-

iar to you.  You travel with the Scots, co-ordinate the activities, confirm with the Club‘s host in 

advance and keep the scores.  These overviews are not all inclusive but will give you a good 

sense of the role.  I am looking for a minimum of 6 people as follows:  Maritimes, Quebec, 

Eastern Ontario, Southern Ontario, Prairies, and B.C.  There will be additional co-ordination 

required to determine where the central tour fits with the other two.  I have had a few people 

verbally express their interest and one in writing.  I would ask each of you who wishes to volun-

teer to get back to me ASAP re your interest in the dual Director/Courier role or just one of the 

roles. 

I believe that I have all the current e-mail addresses.  If you change your address please advise 

me.  I am missing about 7 addresses from the ‘98 tour and will send a note out separately on 

this.  I am also interested if anyone has addresses from participants in the ‘88 tour.  

I wish to thank Bob Rondeau who has agreed to continue as our webmaster.  The Strath-

conacup100.ca  web site will be updated from time to time and we will add a link to 2013 as we 

start the site.  I must also thank Brian Morin who is editing and combining the two tour dia-

ries.  Brian has added many pictures and is doing a terrific job.  I believe that he is a little over 

half way and the finished product will be posted on the web site. 

Best regards,             Hugh McCarrel          

                                                                                                                                                  

Chair    - Strathcona Cup 2013               

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

…………..AND SO BEGINS A NEW CHAPTER. 

                                                                                                                                                                               



Ken Grattan Team . ( Lt / Rt )         

Brian Morin, Robert Dods,             

Barry Worth  &  Ken Grattan  

Ron Hutton Team . ( Lt / Rt )            

John Hodgson, Ron Hutton, 

 Gerry Rasmuson & David Giles, 



Ron Avery Team .        ( Lt / Rt )   

Don Robinson,  Bill Streeter           

Gus Claveau & Ron Avery 

Bob Brigden  Team .        ( Lt / Rt )      

Bob Brigden, Roddie MacLean,          

Neil Dufour & Miron Macyshyn 



Hugh McCarrel   Team .   ( Lt / Rt )          

Jeff Mowat,  Jim Campbell                       

Bob McGregor &  Hugh McCarrel 

Harris Team .   ( Lt / Rt )                         

Dick McBeath, Tom Howat,                  

Harry Plemel & Graham Harris 



Lew Andrews Team .   ( Lt / Rt )      

Dave Parkes, Moe Williams                

Jim Mastine & Lew Andrews 

Austin Palmer Team .   ( Lt / Rt )             

Jim Farquharson, Gord Stockdale           

Bill Rothwell & Austin Palmer 



Ron Beldon Team .   ( Lt / Rt )          

Paul Duffet, Barry Greenburg           

Bob McKie & Ron Beldon 

Bruce BeveridgeTeam. ( Lt / Rt )        

Bob Siemons, Bill Wesley,                            

Rob Sinclair & Bruce Beveridge  

 



Strathcona Cup 2009 Tour Songs 

Tour Songs…Jeff Mowat and Don Robinson (with a little help from Gord Stockdale) have been 

slaving away at these on your behalf and I am pleased to attach the fruits of their labors….these 

are ―works in progress‖ so feel free to send them your comments and suggestions…in the mean-

time you should ―practice in the shower‖ so that you will be ready for rehearsal in Toronto!  Jeff 

will provide you with copies of the songs in Toronto.  (from News letter #12) 

  

We Have A Dream 

 (Sung to the tune of I have a dream by ABBA) 

We have a dream, a group to bring 

To help us cope with anything 

If you see the wonder of Strathcona Cup 

We can meet the future, even without luck 

We believe in friendship, something good in everything we share 

We believe in friendship, when we know the time is right and fair 

We cross the sea, we have a dream 

We have our dream, one hundred years/ to help us through reality 

And our destination makes it worth the while 

Flying through the darkness, still another mile 

We belie___ve in friendship, something good in everything we share 

We believe in friendship, when we know the time is right and fair 

We cross the sea, we have a dream 

We cross the sea, we have a dream 

We have a dream, a group to bring 

To help us cope with anything 

If you see the wonder of Strathcona Cup 

We can meet the Future, even if we fail 

We belie___ve in friendship, something good in everything we share 

We believe in friendship, when we know the time is right and fair 

We crossed the sea, we have a dream 

We crossed the sea, we have a dream 



 O’Curling 

(Sung to the tune of O’Canada) 

O‘Curling 

Our game on pebbled ice 

Draw, raise and hit 

In all our Skip‘s command 

With graceful form 

We glide our rocks  

For fans upstairs to see 

And hope like Hell 

O‘Curling 

Don‘t call a guard for me 

God thank Tills game 

For all it‘s given me 

O‘Curling, we owe our hearts to thee 

O‘Curling, we owe our hearts to thee 

It’s A Long Way to Cross the Ocean 

           (Sung to the tune of It‘s a Long Way to Tipperary) 

It‘s along way to cross the ocean, 

It‘s a long way to go. 

It‘s a long way to curl the Scottish, 

To play the greatest game we know 

Goodbye to our Rye Whiskey 

Hello to your Scotch! 

It‘s a great time to be in Scotland. 

Thanks for hosting us. 



 

FYI These are the Actual  Lyrics to the Chorus of It’s a Long Way to Tipperary: 

It's a long way to Tipperary, 
It's a long way to go. 

It's a long way to Tipperary 
To the sweetest girl I know. 

Goodbye Piccadilly, 
Farewell Leicester Square, 

It's a long long way to Tipperary, 
But my heart lies there. 

 

We Took the North Tour 

(Sung to the chorus of Loch Lomond) 

Oh! We took the North tour 

Some took the South tour 

And we‘ll curl in Scotland together. 

The Scots and Canucks curl the Strathcona Cup 

One Hundred Years of curling together. 

FYI These are the Actual  Lyrics to the Chorus of Loch Lomond: 

Oh! ye'll take the high road and 
I'll take the low road, 

And I'll be in Scotland afore ye; 
But me and my true love  

Will never meet again 
On the bonnie, bonnie banks of Loch Lomond. 

 
 

My Favorite Things 

(Sung to the tune of My Favorite Things from the musical Sound of Music) 

 

Canada to Scotland with granites for curling 

Brushes and Stabilizers, launchers for hurling 

Matches and Visits lined all in a row 

Playing the game with our Favorite Bros‘ 

 

 

Toddies & Crumpets, Reunions and Site Seeing 

Meeting new Friends, a reason for being 

Bus rides, receptions and great Dinners too 

These are our favourites, to name but a few  

 

 

Tall Pints and Whiskies with water & glasses 



There‘ll be nae ice for those dour upper classes 

Pacemakers, knee braces, many mood swings 

These are a few unmentionable things 

 

When the skip shouts, when the rock picks, 

 When the ice goes flat 

We simply remember our favourite game 

And then we don‘t feel so platt 

 

Back Pains, Confused Brains and no time for Slacking 

Reading the Ice when Stability‘s lacking 

And we won‘t mention last ni‘hight‘s (night‘s) short sleep 

We try to look sharp,….and stay on our feet 

 

When the Joints Ache, When the Spirit Breaks 

When the eyes grow dim 

We just remember the great Time we had 

And then we don‘t feel so bad  

 

Friendship and stories and songs for the singing, 

Home hostings, touring, gifts for the bringing 

A hundred years ohov(of) Strathcona we say, 

Thanks for your kindness, you just made our day. 

 

When the skip shouts, when the rock picks, 

 When the ice goes flat 

We simply remember our favourite game 

And thank you for hosting us 

The Bonspieler’s Waltz 

(Sung to the tune of the Log Drivers Waltz) 

Go to this site to practice   http://radio3.cbc.ca/nmc/artist.aspx?name=WADE-HEMSWORTH 

and then scroll down to the Log Drivers Waltz and hit the arrow or play button beside the song 

 

If you ask any girl from the parish around 

What pleases her most from her head to her toes 

She'll say, "I'm not sure that it's business of yours 

But I do like to waltz with a bonspieler". 

   Chorus 

   For he goes sweeping down from t-line to t-line 

   That's where the bonspieler learns to step lightly 

   It's sweeping down, from t-line to t-line 

http://radio3.cbc.ca/nmc/artist.aspx?name=WADE-HEMSWORTH


   A bonspieler‘s waltz pleases girls completely. 

When the bonspiel‘s on, she‘ll come down to the rink 

To see all the lads as their rocks they deliver 

She knows that come evening we‘ll be up for a drink 

And she can‘t wait to waltz with a bonspieler. 

To humour her parents she‘s had to give way 

And dance with the doctors and merchants and lawyers 

Their manners are fine but their feet are of clay 

For there's none with the style of a bonspieler. 

Now she‘s had her chances with all sorts of men 

But none are so fine as the lads with the brushes 

So when the tour‘s over, and we‘re back home again 

Then she‘ll waltz once again with her bonspieler. 

This beautiful song Flower of Scotland, suggested by Harry Plemel 

O Flower of Scotland 

O flower of Scotland 

When will we see your like again 

That fought and died for 

Your wee bit hill and glen 

And stood against him 

Proud Edward's army 

And sent him homeward 

Tae think again 

 

The hills are bare now 

And autumn leaves lie thick and still 

O'er land that is lost now 

Which those so dearly held 

And stood against him 

Proud Edward's army 

And sent him homeward 

Tae think again 

 

Those days are passed now 

And in the past they must remain 

But we can still rise now 

And be the nation again 

That stood against him 

Proud Edward's army 

And sent him homeward 

Tae think again  
 



O Canada! 

Our home and native land! 

True patriot love in all thy sons command. 

With glowing hearts we see thee rise, 

The True North strong and free! 

From far and wide, 

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee. 

God keep our land glorious and free! 

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee. 

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.  




